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CC - Approve a Professional Services Agreement with Blue Ocean Civil Consulting for the
Development of a Stormwater Quality Master Plan, PR-004 in an Amount Not-to Exceed
$300,840 ($261,600 Base Cost with a 15% Contingency of $39,240).

Meeting Date:  March 18, 2019

Contact Person/Dept: Chanel Kincaid/Public Works

Phone Number:  (310) 253-6445

Fiscal Impact:  Yes [X]    No [] General Fund:  Yes []     No [X]

Public Hearing:  [] Action Item: [] Attachments: []

Commission Action Required:     Yes []     No [] Date:

Public Notification:   (E-Mail) Meetings and Agendas - City Council (03/13/19);

Department Approval:  Charles D. Herbertson, Public Works Director/City Engineer (03/08/19)
_____________________________________________________________________

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends the City Council approve a professional services agreement with Blue Ocean Civil
Consulting for the development of the Stormwater Quality Master Plan, PR-004 in an amount not-to-
exceed $300,840 ($261,600 Base Cost with a 15% Contingency of $39,240).

BACKGROUND

The City is required to comply with the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) permit issued
by the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board (LA RWQCB). The MS4 permit requires
the City to implement Best Management Practices (BMPs) that would improve water quality in the
Ballona Creek Watershed. The City joined the Ballona Creek Watershed Management Group (BC
WMG) along with the cities of Beverly Hills, Inglewood, Los Angeles, Santa Monica, West Hollywood,
and unincorporated areas of Los Angeles County. To meet water quality requirements, the BC WMG
drafted the Ballona Creek Enhanced Watershed Management Program (BC-EWMP) which
addresses water quality issues by implementing institutional and infrastructure BMPs such as green
streets and regional projects. Green streets and regional projects are designed to capture and treat
runoff from all drainage areas in the Ballona Creek Watershed. To be in compliance, all agencies,
including the City of Culver City, are required to manage runoff volume by implementing green streets
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including the City of Culver City, are required to manage runoff volume by implementing green streets
or centralized regional projects.

The City will need to manage an equivalent volume of 99 acre-feet of runoff per storm event to meet
water quality goals per BC-EWMP. The following is the recommended breakdown to achieve
compliance:

· 62 ac-ft. from Regional Projects

· 20 ac-ft. from Green Streets

· 17 ac-ft. from Low Impact Development Projects

Based on planning estimates from the BC- EWMP, the City will need to invest approximately $140
million in implementation of capital stormwater projects to meet water quality compliance.
Understanding the magnitude of compliance costs, the EWMP highly recommends that stormwater
projects have multi-benefit functions such as capture, treat, and re-use in order to demonstrate water
resource sustainability and resiliency.

The objective of the Master Plan is to develop a short-term (5-year) and long-term (10-year) planning
tool that will identify potential Regional Projects, Green Streets Projects, and Low Impact
Development Projects to collectively meet the City’s water quality compliance goals. The Master
Plan shall incorporate factors in the BMP selection such as, but not limited to, City’s planned projects,
Los Angeles Region Imagery Acquisition Consortium (LARIAC) to generate planimetric data, land
use, hydrology, historical high groundwater levels, storm drain and sanitary sewer systems, in
considering opportunities of potential projects. The Master Plan shall include for each project: cost
estimates, summary pollutant reduction per project and BMP alternatives.

DISCUSSION

In response to a Request for Proposals (RFP), on November 15, 2018, the City Clerk publicly opened
the proposals received for this Project. Seven (7) firms responded with the following proposal
amounts:

CONTRACTORS BID AMOUNTS

1 Blue Ocean $261,600

2 Tetra Tech $289,310

3 Huitt-Zollars $299,743

4 Geosyntec $299,806

5 Sherwood Design $324,113

6 CWE $495,912

7 A&M Consulting Incomplete

After thorough review of the submitted proposals, six consultants were invited to make a presentation
to help staff understand and determine which company would provide the best product. Staff
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to help staff understand and determine which company would provide the best product. Staff
concluded that Blue Ocean Civil Consulting and partnering firms Michael Baker International, Inc.,
Paradigm Environmental, Inc., and Katz and Associates had the most well-rounded experience in
Green Stormwater Infrastructure design, stormwater master plan experience, Best Management
Practices, and web tools providing accessible and manageable portals for clients to ensure the
Master Plan is forward looking and relevant.

FISCAL ANALYSIS

The project will be funded by the following City Funds:

PROPOSED PROJECT BUDGET

Funding Sources Amount

Green Street Master Plan (43480000.730100.PR004)$175,000

Stormwater Discharge (42380000.730100.PZ497)$125,840

Total Available Funds $300,840

The cost for Blue Ocean Civil Consulting services as stated in the proposal is in the amount of
$261,600. It is recommended that the City Council authorize the Public Works Director/City Engineer
to authorize amendments to the agreement for additional analysis work in an amount not-to-exceed
$39,240 (15%) if necessary.

ATTACHMENTS

None.

MOTION

That the City Council:

1) Approve a professional services agreement with Blue Ocean Civil Consulting for the
Stormwater Quality Master Plan in the amount not-to-exceed, $300,840; and

2) Authorize the Public Works Director/City Engineer to approve amendments to the agreement
with Blue Ocean Civil Consulting in an amount not-to-exceed $39,240 for additional analysis
work, if necessary; and

3) Authorize the City Attorney to review/prepare the necessary documents; and

4) Authorize the City Manager to execute such documents on behalf of the City.
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