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Preface

Each year, a team of urban planning master’s students at UCLA research

and analyze planning challenges to produce a high-quality report with
recommendations for action for a client organization. Known as the
Comprehensive Project, in the 2019-2020 academic year UCLA collaborated
with the City of Culver City on topics connected to the City’s General

Plan Update. | am grateful to Councilmember Daniel Lee for initiating the
relationship between the City of Culver City and Luskin. Being a Luskin Alum,
Councilmember Lee recognized the potential for a mutually beneficial
relationship between the small municipality that is eager for change and new
ideas, and the School of Public Affairs.

As a member of Culver City’s General Plan Advisory Committee and a long-
time resident of Culver City, it is clear that the city must change if it is to live
up to its ideals of kindness, inclusion, and sustainability. If not, it will continue
to be an exclusionary city and a force for displacement and gentrification in
the larger urban area.

Like many small cities and neighborhoods in California, a combination of
its location and actions by the city council, Culver City has become the site
of an economic boom. Yet the city’s zoning prevented housing from being
built for the dramatic growth in employees. The last update of the Culver
City General Plan was in 1995. Since then, Culver City’s population has been
stagnant — it grew by less than 1 percent — while its larger metropolitan area
grew by more than 20 percent.

This combination of factors has greatly benefitted homeowners in Culver
City through skyrocketing housing prices. But it has meant displacement for
those renters who have been unable to keep up with rising rents. And it has
prevented many Culver City would be residents — including most people who
grew up in the city — from buying a home near their parents or childhood
friends.

Culver City does not only need to rethink and take a proactive stance on
housing. The street infrastructure remains firmly lodged in planning visions
of the mid-20th century, and needs updating. An urban oil field looms over
the city. Traffic congestion clogs many of the city’s major boulevards (and is
unaddressed by cutting-edge travel demand management policies). The new
metro station remains disconnected from downtown and several strategically
important parcels near it and severely underutilized.
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The city must change its built environment so that it can maintain and make
its community more equitable and inclusive. Moreover, it needs to change
the way its planning processes engage its community, to make them more
representative and equitable, and less directed by the loudest voices or most
affluent.

The six reports by UCLA students in this comprehensive project address these
pressing issues facing the city: housing affordability, complete streets, the oil
field, traffic congestion, the design of the expo station area, and community
engagement in planning. They do this through an analysis of existing conditions
and trends, and an evaluation of best practices and case studies to produce
recommendations that advance the ideals of inclusion, equity, and sustainability
but also will improve the quality of life for Culver City residents and visitors alike.

It is my hope that the City will listen to and act upon the recommendations

outlined in these six reports, and their authors and myself are available to aid
with their implementation.

Sincerely,

o

Paavo Monkkonen
Associate Professor of Urban Planning and Public Policy
UCLA Luskin School of Public Affairs
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