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Ripples, organic wave amplitudes, natural geometry, clay

30 YEARS OF ART IN PUBLIC PLACES

HAR RY C U LVE R’S  DAU G HTE R PATR I C IA  C R E D ITS H E R FATH E R’S  S U C C E S S, 

N OT TO H I S  SALE S MAN S H I P,  B UT RATH E R TO H I S  AB I L ITY  TO U N D E R STAN D 

WHAT P E O P LE WANT:  A  BALAN C E D C O M M U N ITY WH E R E FAM I L I E S AN D 

B U S I N E S S WO U LD TH R IVE .

OVE R TH E PAST 3 0 YEAR S,  C U LVE R C ITY  HAS E X PAN D E D F R O M A STU D I O 

H EARTLAN D TO A  C R EAT IVE  M E LT I N G P OT O F TE C H,  ART,  AN D C U LTU R E.

TH E S U C C E S S O F TH E C U LVE R C ITY  P U B L I C ART O R D I NAN C E HAS A 

STR O N G C O N N E CT I O N TO TH E I N C R EAS E I N  C R EAT IVE  B U S I N E S S E S AN D 

Q UAL ITY  O F L I F E  I N  C U LVE R C ITY.

I ’VE  B E E N LU C KY E N O U G H TO WO R K FO R TWO S MALL  STU D I O S I N  TH E 

HAYD E N TRACT.  FO R TWO YEAR S I  WAS S U R R O U N D E D BY M U RALS AN D TH E 

I N S P I R I N G AR C H ITE CTU R E O F E R I C OW E N M O S S.
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ALL ROADS LEAD TO  CITY 
TO R EV ITAL I Z E  TH E C E NTE R P O I NT  I N  C U LVE R C ITY  C ITY  HALL .

TO F U S E ART AN D TE C H N O LO GY FO R A  M O D E R N AN D K I N ET I C 

S C U LPTU R E I N  C E LE B RAT I O N O F 3 0 YEAR S O F ART I N  P U B L I C 

P LAC E S. 

R EV ITAL I Z E  (R Ē ’V Ī D L , Ī Z ) : 

TO I M B U E [S O M ETH I N G]  W ITH N EW L I F E  AN D V ITAL ITY.

MISSION AND GOALS
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CULVER CITY FOUNTAIN

TH E C ITY  HALL  FO U NTA I N I S  AN I D EAL AN D C E NTRAL 

LO CAT I O N. 

V I S I B LE F R O M TH E STR E ET AN D F R O M C ITY  HALL . 

F I R ST TH I N G V I S ITO R S S E E U P O N C O M I N G O UT O F TH E 

PAR K I N G LOT.

DAR K E N O U G H FO R A  K I N ET I C I N STALLAT I O N D U R I N G 

TH E DAY AN D N I G HT.

C LO S E E N O U G H TO TH E G R O U N D FO R TH E P U B L I C TO 

E N GAG E,  YET  ST I LL  N OT I CAB LE F R O M TH E STR E ET. 

LOCATION 1 

NATE MOHLER 
natemohler@gmail.com

ADAM AMARAL 
adam@masterofshapes.com



CULVER CITY CITY HALL
3 0 YEAR S O F ART I N  P U B L I C P LAC E S

A F R E S H AN D AB STRACT K I N ET I C S C U LPTU R E.

R ETU R N I N G TH E P E R S O NAL F E E L I N G S O F I N S P I RAT I O N AN D 

E N C O U RAG E M E NT F R O M F I R ST WO R K I N G I N  C U LVE R C ITY. 

S U R P R I S I N G AN D AC C E S S I B LE .  C O M P R E H E N S I B LE . 

R E F LE CT IVE  O F TH E C R EAT IVE  E N E R GY W ITH I N C U LVE R C ITY 

AN D TH E I M P O RTAN C E O F TH E ART I N  P U B L I C P LAC E S P R O G RAM.

CORE CONCEPTS
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Ripples, organic wave amplitudes, natural geometry, clay

FOUNTAIN PLAY

TAN G I B LE AN D M E S M E R I Z I N G.  EASY TO B E CAU G HT GA Z I N G. 

S I M I LAR TO WATC H I N G F I R E  B U R N O R WATE R WH I R L . 

C E R E M O N IAL  TRAD IT I O N S O F TH R OW I N G C O I N S AN D MAK I N G A W I S H. 

TO U C H I N G TH E WATE R AFTE R G RAD UAT I O N O R FO R G O O D LU C K. 

S E E I N G O N E’S  R E F LE CT I O N.

R O MANT I C AN D MYST I CAL .  TH E C I R C U LAR F LOW O F TH E FO U NTA I N 

R E M I N D S U S O F L I F E ,  G O I N G AR O U N D AN D AR O U N D,  D I F F E R E NT EVE RY 

T I M E . 

EVE RY O N C E I N  A  WH I LE  I ’ LL  WALK PAST A  P U B L I C FO U NTA I N AN D A 

R E B E LL I O U S VO I C E I N  MY H EAD E N C O U RAG E S M E TO J U M P I N .
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Ripples, organic wave amplitudes, natural geometry, clay

DATA DROPLETS

S O M U C H O F O U R L IVE S HAVE M OVE D O N L I N E 

TH R O U G H S O M E FO R M O F D I G ITAL  C O M M U N I CAT I O N.

WHAT WO U LD IT  LO O K L I K E  I F  TH E S E D I G ITAL 

C O M M U N IT I E S AN D C O N N E CT I O N S C O U LD B E 

V I S UAL I Z E D I N  A  P HYS I CAL S PAC E,  O N A  TAN G I B LE 

S C U LPTU R E. 

TH E FO U NTA I N I S  A  P E R F E CT S C U LPTU R E 

U N D U LAT I N G AN D F LOW I N G J U ST AS A  WH I R LP O O L 

O F ACT IV ITY  L IVE S O N L I N E . 

FO C U S I N G O N D I G ITAL  ACT IV ITY  O N LY W ITH I N C U LVE R 

C ITY  ALLOWS U S TO TAK E A  STE P BAC K AN D S E E AN 

I NV I S I B LE C O M M U N ITY F R O M A N EW P E R S P E CT IVE . 
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CULVER CITY CITY HALL

S K ETC H E S O F A  D I G ITAL  FO U NTA I N S O U R C E D F R O M DATA 

W ITH I N C U LVE R C ITY  L I M ITS .

WAYS FO R TH E D I G ITAL  FO U NTA I N TO B E TAN G I B LE AN D 

P HYS I CAL .

DESIGN CONCEPTS
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Ripples, organic wave amplitudes, natural geometry, clay

DATA DROPLETS

TH E D I G ITAL  FO U NTA I N C O M P R I S E S 

WATE R D R O P LETS BAS E D U P O N P I E C E S 

O F C U LVE R C ITY  L I F E  S HAR E D O N L I N E 

V IA  P O STS,  TW E ETS,  P H OTO S AN D 

V I D E O S. 

ALL  TH E O N L I N E ACT IV ITY  W ITH I N TH E 

C U LVE R C ITY  L I M ITS W I LL  B E N OTE D. 

EAC H N EW P O ST W I LL  AD D D I G ITAL 

D R O P LETS O F WATE R TO TH E FO U NTA I N .

 

TH E FO U NTA I N W I LL  R E C O R D ACT IV ITY 

OVE R A  24 H O U R P E R I O D. 

I N  TH E M O R N I N G IT  W I LL  B E CALM, 

BY TH E E N D O F TH E DAY IT  W I LL  B E 

R OAR I N G. 
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Ripples, organic wave amplitudes, natural geometry, clay

TANGIBLE VORTEX

TH E C U LVE R C ITY  FO U NTA I N I S  I N  A  H I G H 

TRAF F I C AR EA B ETW E E N TH E PAR K I N G GARAG E 

AN D L I F E  O N C U LVE R B LVD. 

AS P E O P LE WALK BY TH E FO U NTA I N ,  TH E I R 

R E F LE CT I O N W I LL  D I S P LAC E S O M E O F TH E 

D R O P LETS,  O R R I P P LE TH E I MAG E

I F  TH EY R EAC H TH E I R  HAN D O UT TH EY CAN 

ALM O ST TO U C H IT.

NATE MOHLER 
natemohler@gmail.com

ADAM AMARAL 
adam@masterofshapes.com



CULVER CITY CITY HALL

S K ETC H E S R E N D E R E D AT  S ITE  LO CAT I O N.

SKETCHES
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Ripples, organic wave amplitudes, natural geometry, clay

TANGIBLE VORTEX

A M O M E NT FO R P E O P LE TO STO P AN D GA Z E I NTO TH E 

FO U NTA I N . 
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*F I NAL  R E S U LTS MAY VARY



Ripples, organic wave amplitudes, natural geometry, clay

TANGIBLE VORTEX

AN O PT I O N TO S E E TH E I R  B O DY I N  TH E FO U NTA I N AN D  

ALTE R TH E S C U LPTU R E.
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Ripples, organic wave amplitudes, natural geometry, clay

TANGIBLE VORTEX

A G E N E RAT IVE  FO U NTA I N D I F F E R E NT EVE RY DAY.  AN 

EVE R-EVO LV I N G S C U LPTU R E OVE R ITS  L I F ET I M E . 
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Ripples, organic wave amplitudes, natural geometry, clay

TANGIBLE VORTEX

WHAT WO U LD A  FO U NTA I N LO O K L I K E  I N  5 0 YEAR S?
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`

CULVER CITY CITY HALL
S U P P O RT I N G ART I N  P U B L I C P LAC E S FO R TH E PAST 3 0 YEAR S

DESIGN &
FABRICATION
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CULVER CITY FOUNTAIN

TH E CYL I N D R I CAL STR U CTU R E I S  C O M P R I S E D O F 9 0 

LE D PAN E LS 7  F E ET  I N  D IAM ETE R,  10FT  TALL . 

TH E LE D I N STALLAT I O N AN D S ET U P W I LL  B E C U STO M 

B U I LT  AN D MAI NTA I N E D. 

TH E LE D TYP E S W I LL  VARY D E P E N D I N G O N B U D G ET. 

M O ST O PT I MAL LE D S W I LL  B E 4M M

B E ST V I EW E D F R O M 15FT  AWAY O R M O R E

S E C O N D B E ST O PT I O N AR E 4M M LE D S B E ST V I EW E D 

F R O M 24 F E ET  AWAY. 

TH E I NTE RACT I O N S AN D V I D E O C O NTE NT W I LL  B E 

C O NTR O LLE D BY L I DAR D E PTH CAM E RAS AN D A 

C U STO M C O M P UTE R I N S I D E TH E CYL I N D E R. 
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CULVER CITY FOUNTAIN

AN O UTE R S H E LL  P R OTE CTS TH E C O LU M N F R O M 

D I R E CT S U N L I G HT AN D VAN DAL I S M W ITH D I F F U S E D 

G LAS S O R AC RYL I C . 

TH E STR U CTU R E W I LL  B E WATE R P R O O F AN D S EALE D 

W ITH A  F LAT  R O O F. 

TH E LE D PAN E LS W I LL  B E W E I G HTE D D OWN W ITH A 

WO O D E N BAS E.

TH E BAS E O F TH E FO U NTA I N W I LL  B E F I LLE D W ITH  

R E F LE CT IVE  AC RYL I C FO R P E O P LE TO LO O K I NTO AN D 

S E E TH E I R  R E F LE CT I O N.
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Please feel free to reach out for any questions and concerns

NATE M O H LE R@U C LA.E D U

THANK YOU!
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