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Background



About West Basin  



Proposed Ocean Desal Plant

http://www.westbasindesal.org/master-plan.html



Environmental, 

Economic, and 

Community 

Impacts of Desal



Seawater Intake & Discharges Result in 

“Unacceptable Environmental Impacts”

Screened intakes result 

in ONLY a 1% reduction 

of entrainment





Costs of West Basin’s proposed project 

may be as much as 50% more than 
originally projected 





West Basin’s proposed 20MGD desal 

plant will contribute an estimated 

44,000 metric tons of carbon into our 

atmosphere each year 



Alternatives: 

Smarter Water



Reduce: Conservation & Climate



West Basin’s Projected Portfolio



Reuse: The Multi-Benefits of Stormwater



Recycle: The Potential of Wastewater

We could be 

recycling an 

additional ~250 

MGD of waste-

water



Restore: Cleaning Up our Groundwater



The Fallacy of “All of the Above” in a 

World of Limited Resources  



50% reduction in imported 

water over the next 

decade with none of the 

local water coming from 

desal

“[desalination] is unlikely to be a 

major part of California’s water 

supply portfolio
“[n]ot all alternative water source 

options are equal . . . [d]esalination 

should be used as an option of last 
resort.” 



Lessons 

Learned?



A Cautionary Tale 



The Carlsbad Example – The Aftermath

• $1B

• Dumping water

• Decreasing 
conservation mandates 

• Higher than expected 
carbon footprint (CCC)

• 4 clean water violations 
(SDRWQCB)

• Rising costs (own intake)

• Threatening Pure Water



Conclusion



We look forward to working with YOU & West 

Basin on a Reduce, Reuse, Recycle, Restore 

approach to enhancing local water reliability



Thank You!

For More Info:

Conner Everts

Desal Response Group

connere@gmail.com

310.804.6615

https://www.smarterwaterla.org

mailto:connere@gmail.com
https://www.smarterwaterla.org

