5640 Fairfax Avenue
Los Angeles, CA 90056
April 6, 2017
Culver City
Attn: Mayor Jim B. Clarke
9770 Culver Boulevard
PO Box 507
Culver City, CA 90232‐0507
Subject:

Business Item for April 17, 2017, Special Meeting of the City Council
Inglewood Oil Field Specific Plan Project

Sentinel Peak Resources thanks the City Council for setting a special meeting to discuss the Inglewood Oil
Field Specific Plan Project and the Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that is being prepared. As we understand
it, Culver City seeks to update its oil drilling regulations through a Specific Plan for the 80‐acre oil and gas site
in the City currently being operated by Sentinel Peak Resources. The Initial Study for the EIR describes the
requirements for the draft Specific Plan:
“The filing of drilling plans, permits, studies, surveys and monitoring plans; a maximum number
of 30 wells to be drilled or redrilled through 2031; a prohibition of major facilities; drilling and
redrilling setbacks of 400 feet from developed areas and 75 feet from public roadways; a maximum of
two wells may be drilled or redrilled on an annual basis for the first two years and, thereafter, a
maximum of three wells may be drilled or redrilled on an annual basis; a maximum of one drilling rig
may be in place at any one time; a maximum of two rigs used for reworking, maintenance and/or
abandonment may be present at any one time.”1
This prompts a series of important questions: What is the potential future vision for this property? How
were 30 wells determined to be “full buildout”? How were surface owner interests and existing oil and gas
rights factored in? What physical features are proposed? Could oil and gas production facilities be located
alongside other beneficial uses of the remaining property?
Answers to these questions are important to City leaders and to residents, as well as to us and the owners
of the 80‐acres of interest. We have not yet reviewed the draft Specific Plan, but we expect that it does not
address these points because these questions have not yet been answered. That leaves many open‐ended
points and results in a murky picture at best of activities proposed.
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Inglewood Oil Field Specific Plan Project Initial Study by BonTerra Psomas dated Oct 2015

