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3434 Wesley Project Description 

3434 Wesley Street is a 5-story mixed-use building located in Culver City’s 
Commercial General Corridor on a cul-de-sac accessed off Washington 
Blvd to the north and the Expo Line bike path to the south. Adjacent to 
the Culver City Metro station, this transit-oriented-development sits on 
a 15,000 SF undeveloped site within an urban context composed of a 
variety of building types and scales. Its massing connects the large scale 
of commercial buildings to the north and the small scale of residential 
buildings to the east. The project’s hybrid program supplements the 
neighborhood’s diverse commercial and residential activities. 
 
The 100’ wide frontage along Wesley Street is set back generously to create 
a covered plaza that engages the street and forms an inviting public space. 
Colorful hexagonal pavers on the sidewalk and plaza continue into the 
building to create a fluid indoor/outdoor transition. A gallery and café on 
the ground level and creative office spaces on the second floor comprise 
the podium, laying the groundwork for 15 apartments above. By carving 
away and stepping down the mass towards the street, the design provides 
cross-ventilation, optimal natural light and generous common and private 
outdoor spaces. Light wells are carved into the podium to bring natural light 
down to the lobby, gallery, and creative offices below. Ground floor parking 

is tucked away behind the gallery and leads to two levels of subterranean 
parking.
Apartments are clustered into three bars separated by wide bands of 
outdoor space that allow each unit to be individually accessed from 
common exterior circulation paths. The unit mix includes studios and one-
bedroom apartments with dedicated private outdoor spaces, two-story 
two-bedroom “townhouses” with a balcony and private roof deck, and loft 
units with a mezzanine and balcony. Under the density bonus incentive, 
one of the residential units is dedicated to a very low income tenant. An 
elevated walkway on the fourth floor connects the common roof deck with 
the townhouse and loft units. 

By delineating the project’s carved out massing, a white metal panel skin 
emphasizes the bold and porous form of this singular building. Within 
this clarity and purity of the building’s geometry, material nuances in the 
building envelope respond to the site’s environmental and urban context. 
On the north and south elevations, the perforated and solid metal panels 
have a unique vertical pattern. This panel patterning wraps around the 
corners of the envelope and expands and contracts throughout the east and 
west elevations to create deep shadows and give texture to the building. 

Varying degrees of transparency and opacity in the metal panel perforation 
size and pattern further articulate the playful texture of the building. Natural 
light animates the building’s skin throughout the day and various trees, 
plants and shading devices throughout the building, further activate the 
spaces.

The landscape design for 3434 Wesley Street emphasizes a California 
friendly palette with a variegated paving pattern which enlivens the 
streetscape and terraces of the project.  As seen from Wesley Street and 
the Expo line, the landscape features bright, sculptural accents, placed on 
a surface of hexagonal pavers that range in color from green to yellow to 
white.  The streetscape allows for a social space to overflow from the gallery 
and café programs with fixed seating, bike parking and street level planting.  
The upper common terraces feature a gradient of textural plantings that 
emphasize chartreuse accents and frame the shared residential terraces. 
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3434 WESLEY ST GREATER URBAN CONTEXT: MULTIPLE GRIDS
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3434 WESLEY ST FIGURE GROUND: VARIETY IN SCALE, URBAN FABRIC
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MASSING CUTS & OPEN SPACE3434 WESLEY ST
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SUN STUDIES - SPRING

MARCH 21ST - 8:00 AM MARCH 21ST - 11:00 AM

MARCH 21ST - 2:00 PMMARCH 21ST - 5:00 PM
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SUN STUDIES - SUMMER

JUNE 21ST - 8:00 AM JUNE 21ST - 11:00 AM

JUNE 21ST - 2:00 PMJUNE 21ST - 5:00 PM
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White Perforated Aluminum Panel 
Profile A
3/8’’ Round Holes on 9/16’’ Centers, Stag-
gered Pattern, 40% Open Area

White Perforated Aluminum Panel 
Profile A
1/4’’ Round Holes on 5/16’’ Centers, Stag-
gered Pattern, 58% Open Area

White Aluminum Panel 
Profile A 

White Aluminum Panel 
Profile B

PROFILE B - Scale 1/4”=1”
Solid aluminum panels (North & South facades) 

PROFILE A - Scale 1/4”=1”
Perforated and solid aluminum panels (East & West facades) 
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