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From Monsters and Critics.com
US NEWS
Lights out in Los Angeles?

By Karyn Chenoweth
Sep 30, 2007, 19:17 GMT

Will one hour in one day of voluntary lights-out work in Los Angeles?

Coordinating with San Francisco's plan, officials are urging residents of the City of Angels to agree to a voluntary blackout one day next month to
help conserve energy.

The Los Angeles Times reports that following San Francisco's lead, "Los Angeles County and city officials are urging people, businesses and
government to switch off nonessential lights for one hour next month to save energy."

The proposed event asks Angelenos to simultaneously go dark between 8 p.m. and 9 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 20, as well as San Franciscans.
Local officials are expected to vote on the plan next week.

The LAT reports that in Sydney, Australia, in March, 2.2 million people cut the lights, causing a 10% drop in electricity use.

Earth Hour reduced 25 tons of carbon dioxide, equivalent to taking nearly 49,000 cars off the road for 60 minutes, claimed organizers.

"It's a great opportunity to conserve," Burke said, "a great [symbol] of people coming together."

City officials will use public service announcements, advertising at public facilities and partnerships with local universities.

Plans are underway for the Los Angeles Department of Water and Power and Southern California Edison to distribute energy-efficient light bulbs a
city and county facilities too.

The premise to the event is to demonstrate that simple, painless actions can affect climate change and global warming.

Los Angeles officials still are finalizing which public buildings will join in the voluntary blackout, possible candidates include City Hall, the county Ha
of Administration, the Los Angeles County Museum of Art, DWP headquarters, the Port of Los Angeles and the multicolored pylons at Los Angeles

International Airport.
Los Angeles county has spent $30 million to install energy-efficient lighting in its buildings.

The LAT reports that over 100 cities have contacted San Francisco organizers, wanting to plan similar events; a nationwide lights-out hour is
planned for March 29. More information on the L.A. event can be found at www.lightsoutla.org.
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Hello and welcome to Lights Out America.

As many of you know, we started with a city-wide lights out event in San
Francisco on October 20th. it was an amazing success in large part due to
your support. Thank you.

That was just the beginning. People across the country continue to write to
ask how they can get involved. So we launched Lights Out America to
harness that enthusiasm and to keep the momentum going. We chose
March 29th for our Lights Out America event to coincide with the second
annual "Earth Hour" organized by our friends from Sydney, Australia. As it
turns out, the World Wildlife Fund (WWF) is planning to bring Earth Hour to
the United States on that same date, March 29th. So, rather than launch a
separate Lights Out America event, we've chosen to support WWF to make
Earth Hour a success.

As a first step to support Earth Hour, we created a online discussion forum
where you can take the movement forward, share ideas, get involved, and
ask questions. Please keep in mind, this is a un-moderated group-meaning
it's there for you to exchange ideas and coordinate, We'll do our best to
keep up with all the questions. You should also feel free to contact the WWF
directly, as they are taking the lead on the event going forward:
earthhour@wwfus.org.

In the meantime here in San Francisco, we're working on a new campaign
with the goal of turning off non-essential lights in buildings downtown at
night. It's not officially launched yet, but please check back with us at Lights
Qut San Francisco for more details.

Nate Tyler

Lights Out America is a project of Tyler Communications

http://www. lightsoutamerica.org/

Lights Out America
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Earth Hour

Earth Hour Online Forum

Lights Qut San Francisco
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EARTH HOUR

Make Earth Hour Happen In Your Town

On 31 March 2007, more than 2 million Sydney businesses and households
turned off their lights for one hour - Earth Hour - sending a powerful national
and global message that it's possible to take action on global warming.

At 8pm on 29 March 2008, Earth Hour goes global, with cities and towns
around the world taking stand on the greatest threat our planet has ever
faced, and millions of people uniting to turn the tide on global warming.

If you want to turn out the lights for Earth Hour in your town or city on 29
March 2008, this will help you get started!

Your Goal
Get the most people, businesses and government involved in Earth Hour and
get them to turn off their lights for one hour at 8pm on March 29 2008.

Making Earth Hour happen

1) Building your Team

A good team is one of the biggest success factors for making Earth Hour
happen around the world. Put together a small team of committed people and
organisations to help plan how you can turn out the lights for one hour in your
area.

Members of your Earth Hour Team could include your friends or schoolmates,
members of your family or your neighbourhood, the local mayor or business
leader, or your local school principal.

Pull together a team of people and organisations willing to put the time and
effort into making Earth Hour happen and you'll be ready to get started.

2) Spread the Word about Earth Hour

To inspire yourself and those you speak to about Earth Hour, check out
www.earthhour.org to watch the video of the first Earth Hour in Sydney in
2007. This video will go a long way to inspiring you and those you speak to, to
get involved in Earth Hour and to help take a stand against global warming.
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EARTH HOUR

Think about how you could spread the word about Earth Hour in your area,
how can you encourage the most people and businesses to turn their lights of
for one hour at 8pm on Saturday 29 March 20087

Thinking small can be big thinking

We've created a website to help you spread the word about Earth Hour.
Register at www.earthhour.org and recruit your friends to the Earth Hour
cause. Getting your friends and neighbourhood involved is the easiest way to
be a part of Earth Hour and help make a difference to our planet.

Think bi
Who in your town uses lots of power?

First stop, the city. The city is one of the largest users of power in your area.
Write to your mayor or present the Earth Hour idea at your local council. If you
can get the city involved in turning off their non-essential lighting for Earth
Hour (in Sydney, we left our street lights on for safety), your town can make a
huge difference.

Office buildings and big retail stores also use a lot of power. Write to the
businesses and stores in your area and ask them to darken their buildings,
neon signs, stores and restaurants for one hour for Earth Hour.

Ask your favourite restaurant to have a candle-lit dinner hour (using beeswax
candles of course) and feature fresh “cold” dishes in the menu.

Write to your local newspaper or television channel and tell them what you're
doing - try and get some news coverage of what your town wants to do for
Earth Hour and the planet...think big!

3) Be creative!

As well as asking as many people and businesses as possibie to turn off their
lights in your city or town at 8pm on 29 March 2008, think creatively about
how to bring your friends and family together for the night.

Organise a “block party” in your neighbourhood with “in the dark” games and
activities, organise a movie or music night at someone’s house, look up at the
stars, use the hour to talk about what you can do every day to save energy.
Think about the different ways to have fun with Earth Hour.
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EARTH HOUR

4) What to do everyday

Turning off your lights for one hour at 8pm on 29 March 2008 is the first part
of getting involved in Earth Hour. Making a difference to the future of our
planet by making energy savings every day is the second part.

When spreading the Earth Hour message, don’t forget to encourage your
friends, family and workmates to turn off unused lights and appliances every
day of the year.

5) Make It Happen

Every town and city is unique and can bring its own special touch, identity and
passion of its communities to create its own Earth Hour on 29 March 2008.
But making Earth Hour happen is up to you!

Whatever you can organise to help turn out the lights on 29 March - whether
is a backyard barbeque or asking your local mayor to turn off the city’s non-
essential lighting - will be a success.

You can make Earth Hour happen if you work together.

6) Other questions you might have

If you're thinking about Earth Hour in your town or city at 8pm on 29 March,
you'll probably have some other questions about how we did it in Sydney in
2007. Check out our website for some answers to Frequently Asked
Questions.
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