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PUBLIC COMMENT 

The Cultural Affairs Commission will listen to the public on any item on the agenda or item of interest that is not on 

the agenda.  The Cultural Affairs Commission cannot legally take action on any item not scheduled on the agenda.  

Such items may be referred for administrative action or scheduled on a future agenda.   

 

If you wish to speak to the Commission, please complete a Speaker’s Card and present it to the Secretary before the 

agenda item is called.  You will be called to the podium by name when it is your turn to speak to the Commission. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 

Persons wishing to speak on agenda items will be called at the time the agenda item is brought forward.  Comments 

will generally be limited to five minutes per speaker; however, a three-minute limit may be declared by the Chair from 

time to time for agenda items for which many Speaker Cards have been submitted. 

 

NOTE:  AT OR ABOUT 11:00 P.M., COMMISSIONERS WILL DETERMINE WHETHER TO CONTINUE WITH 

DISCUSSION OF REMAINING ITEMS ON THE AGENDA OR TO CARRY SOME/ALL OF THE ITEMS OVER 

TO A FUTURE MEETING DATE. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 

A total of twenty minutes shall be devoted to audience participation at the beginning of the agenda.  Speakers will be 

called on in the order cards were received by the Secretary.  If additional time is needed, the Chair will allow for some 

at the end of the agenda. 

 

When the Secretary calls your name, please advance to the podium, state your name and city of residence.  Speakers 

must limit their comments to five minutes in length.  A three-minute time limit may be declared by the Chair if there 

are a large number of individuals desiring to address the Commission. 

 

CELL PHONES AND OTHER DISTRACTIONS 

Use of cell phones, pagers and other communication devices is prohibited while the Commission meeting is in session.  

Please turn all devices off or place on a silent alert and leave the Chambers to use.  During the meeting, please refrain 

from applause or other actions that may be disruptive to the speakers and the conduct of City business. 

 

MEETING INFORMATION 

Cultural Affairs Commission meetings are regularly scheduled for the second Tuesday of every month.  Commission 

Agenda information is available 72 hours before each meeting. 

 

Cultural Affairs Commission meetings can be viewed live on Channel 35 by most Comcast subscribers.  Meetings are 

also broadcast on the City’s Radio Station AM 1690. To view the commission meetings on line please visit 

http://www.culvercity.org/webcast. 

 

ALD 

Assisted Listening Devices are available through Cultural Affairs staff. 

 

http://www.culvercity.org/webcast
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                                                                                                                                          Agendas are  

                                                                                                                                                                                        available on the web @   

                                                                                                                                                                                        www.culvercity.org 

REGULAR MEETING 

AGENDA 

Cultural Affairs Commission 

October 11, 2011 

7:00 p.m. 

Mike Balkman Council Chambers – Meeting 

 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL:          Chair Gayle Smashey 

Vice Chair Marlyn Musicant  

Commissioner Michelle Bernardin 

Commissioner Ronnie Jayne 

   Commissioner Marla Koosed                                                                              

 

    

            

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT – Items Not On the Agenda 
 

CONSENT CALENDAR   Note: Consent Calendar items are considered to be routine in nature and may be approved by one 

motion.  Public requests to discuss Consent Calendar items must be filed with the Secretary before the Consent Calendar is called. 

 

C-1. Minutes of the September 13, 2011 Regular Meeting.  Approve minutes. 

 

ACTION ITEMS Public requests to discuss Action Items must be filed with the Secretary before the item is called. 

 

A-1.     Review of Recommendations for the 2012 Culver City Music Festival.  Review and make 

recommendations. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT - Items Not On the Agenda  

 

RECEIPT OF CORRESPONDENCE 
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ITEMS FROM STAFF 

  

ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS 

 

ADJOURN 

Next Cultural Affairs Commission Meeting 

Mike Balkman Council Chambers 

November 8, 2011 

7:00 PM 

 

October 2011 Public Meeting Tentative Schedule – 

  

 
 

City Council & Redevelopment Agency    

October 10, 24 Monday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 

Parks and Recreation Commission 

October 4 Tuesday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 

Planning Commission 

October 12 Wednesday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 

Civil Service Commission 

October 5 Wednesday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 
 Times and dates may be changed.  
 Meetings may be added or changed  

 

Date Day Time Location 
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Cultural Affairs Commission (CAC) considers the recommendations of 
the 2012 Culver City Music Festival Ad Hoc Subcommittee (Subcommittee) and 
makes a recommendation to the City Council (Council) and Culver City 
Redevelopment Agency Board (Agency Board). 

 
 

BACKGROUND: 
 
The City’s annual Culver City Music Festival (Festival) is funded by the Culver 
City Redevelopment Agency (Agency) and presented in City Hall Courtyard 
(Courtyard). Current planning includes presenting the Festival in the Courtyard 
until the new expanded Town Plaza opens. Mr. Gary Mandell of Boulevard Music 
has been selected by the Agency Board as the Producer of the series during the 
remainder of time it will be presented in the Courtyard.  
 
Mr. Mandell’s Producer responsibilities include marketing, production and house 
management of the Festival. The Subcommittee has the opportunity to suggest 
musical styles and genres for the series; however, Mr. Mandell is responsible for 
selecting the individual musical artists. The Agency’s responsibilities include 
production management of the venue and administration of the annual business 
sponsorship campaign for the Festival which generates funds to enhance the 
audience experience in the Courtyard such as the improvement of seating, 
lighting, signage and maintenance.  
 
In February 2011, the Jazz Bakery was selected by the Agency to program the 
last two concerts of the 2011 summer series. As the producer, Mr. Mandell 
contracted directly with the Jazz Bakery for those performances and provided 
oversight of those performances. 

Meeting Date:  October 11, 2011 Item Number: A-1 
AGENDA ITEM:  Review of Recommendations for the 2012 Culver City Music 
Festival  

Contact Person/Dept.: Susan Obrow 
Community Development Department 

Phone Number:  (310) 253-5762 

Fiscal Impact:  Yes   [] No   [x] General Fund:   Yes    []             No   [X] 
Public Hearing:  []        Action Item:  [X]    Attachments:  [X]   
Public Notification: Master Cultural Notification List (09/27/11), Gary Mandell/Boulevard 
Music (09/26/11), Ruth Price/Jazz Bakery (09/26/11) Downtown Business Association 
(09/27/11) 
Department Approval:  Sol Blumenfeld 
(10/6/11) 

 



 City of Culver City, California  
 Cultural Affairs Commission Agenda Item Report 

Page 2 of 4 
 

 
The following programming recommendations were supported by the 
Subcommittee and the full Cultural Affairs Commission and then approved by the 
Culver City Redevelopment Agency Board for the 2010 and 2011series: 

 
• Continue presentation of a variety of musical styles and genres 
• Presentation of lively, energetic  musical groups 
• Presentation of music, including more world music, directly appealing to the 

18-40 age range  
• Book performers who have not yet played the Festival to attract new 

audiences to Culver City  
• Book one high quality musical group per concert evening to attract more 

publicity and satisfy those attending only first set 
 
Mr. Mandell’s six week program featured performers new to Culver City as well as 
some return appearances. The Jazz Bakery presented the final two performances 
featuring artists who had never appeared in the Festival before and attracting new 
audiences to the event. Mr. Mandell engaged the services of a publicist this year 
which resulted in more press listings throughout the Los Angeles area. The 
performances were well attended.  
 

 
DISCUSSION: 

 
The dates for the 2012 Festival would be Thursday, July 12 through Thursday, 
August 30.  
 
The current Subcommittee, comprised of Commissioners Michelle Bernardin and 
Ronnie Jayne, reconfirmed the past programming recommendations. Also, the 
Subcommittee further reviewed the issues of graphic design, artist programming, 
and performer fees. The Subcommittee proposes the following recommendations 
for the 2012 series: 
 
Marketing / Graphic Design 

 
The Subcommittee recommends that Mr. Mandel consider redesigning the 
graphics and marketing materials for the 18th annual Festival. The Subcommittee 
suggests a more current look to the design, one that better complements the 
promotional material for other Cultural Affairs events and further brands the City’s 
cultural programming. 
 
Specifically, the Subcommittee recommends further streamlining the 
program/flyer by reducing its size and effectively guiding concertgoers to the 
Festival page on the City’s website which would include full artist bios and 
general Festival information.  
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The Subcommittee recommends that Mr. Mandell use the Festival marketing 
budget to engage Ms. Jamie Greenberg, a graphic design contractor for several 
of the Cultural Affairs work programs, to create a new design concept for the 
program/flyer and ads. Mr. Mandell and staff would work cooperatively on the 
graphic redesign during this transition time period.  Any additional cost that 
results from Mr. Mandel’s use of Ms. Greenberg would be Mr. Mandel’s 
responsibility.    
 
Musical Artists 
 
Mr. Mandell and the Jazz Bakery presented a varied program of musical artists. 
Focusing on audience response, and the success of the new dance area in the 
Courtyard, Subcommittee members concluded that concertgoers respond most 
favorably to the artists who are high energy and to a convivial atmosphere where 
they may dance and socialize with friends and family throughout the evening. 
 
The Subcommittee noted that staff’s recommended expenditure for individual 
musical groups has been $2500 over the last few years. Although it is not a high 
performance rate, the Subcommittee recommends that the presenters spend the 
full amount, on average, for each artist so that the Festival’s programming may be 
competitive with other Thursday night summer concert programs on the west side 
of Los Angeles County. 

  
Summary of Recommendations 
 
The recommendations regarding the 2012 summer series are as follows: 
 
• Retain Gary Mandell as the overall Festival Producer for an eight-week 

series with responsibility for marketing, house management, production 
and artist relations 

• Retain Gary Mandell as the presenter of the first six concerts with 
responsibility for booking the artists 

• Retain the Jazz Bakery as the presenter of the last two concerts with 
responsibility for booking the artists 

• Engage Cultural Affairs graphic design contractor, Jamie Greenberg, to 
redesign the Festival marketing materials 

• Continue to seek high profile artists and provide them with full $2500 fee per 
concert  

 
These recommendations are presented to the full Commission for review. 
Following review and adjustment by the Commission, the recommendations will 
be forwarded to the full Agency Board and Council for consideration. The Agency 
Board and Council will continue to make the final approval for the Producer, any 
additional program, overall planning and the budget.  
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FISCAL ANALYSIS: 

 
The funding for the 2012 Culver City Music Festival work program has been 
approved by the Agency Board for the FY 2011-12 budget. 

 
ATTACHMENTS: 

 
1. 2011 Culver City Music Festival program/flyer 
2. Selected flyers from current Cultural Affairs programming 

 
 
      MOTION: 

 
That the Cultural Affairs Commission:  
 
1. Recommends to the City Council and Culver City Redevelopment Agency 

Board that the recommendations for the 2012 Culver City Music Festival be 
implemented as outlined in the staff report. 

 
OR 

 
2. Recommends to the City Council and Culver City Redevelopment Agency 

Board that the recommendations for the 2012 Culver City Music Festival be 
implemented as amended. 

 



 
 
 
 

 
MEETING DATE:  October 11, 2011 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Review of Recommendations for the 2012 Culver City  

Music Festival 
 
 
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
                 Pages 

  
 
 
1. 2011 Culver City Music Festival program/flyer      1-2 

 
2. Selected flyers from current Cultural Affairs       3-11 

programming 
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1ARTWALK

CULVERCITY

THE CITY OF CULVER CITY PRESENTS the 6th Annual

310.253.5716  |  www.culvercity.org

JUNE 4, 2011  |  2PM TO 8PM

ARTWALK CULVER CITY is a free, self-guided tour 
of over thirty-five art galleries and exhibition spaces 
in the Culver City area.

Stay Cool Ride Green

Sponsored by The Hammer Museum, 
ForYourArt, 89.9 KCRW, LA Weekly, Flavorpill 
and Sony Pictures Entertainment 
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Culver Events Center
11948 West Washington Boulevard
Culver City 
 

Free Admission
Reservations Recommended
Cultural Affairs Hotline 
310.253.5716
www.culvercity.org
 

Culver City Cultural City

Poet
Wanda COLEMAN

Jazz Bass
John B. WILLIAMS

 peak

Culver City Redevelopment Agency 
     in association with PEN Center USA presents

Thursday, December 10, 2009
8pm

Easy
S

Printed on Recycled Paper.

An Evening of Spoken W
ord and Live Jazz

                        10                      



Printed on recycled paper.
 

Speak Easy
The Culver City Redevelopment Agency presents a unique cultural event on the west side 
of Culver City which is experiencing a time of revitalization. This year’s Speak Easy 
features an improvisational dialogue between poet Wanda Coleman and jazz bass 
player John B. Williams.

 
Wanda COLEMAN
Born in Watts, Wanda Coleman was raised in South Los 
Angeles and has continued to live in and about Southern 
California. Coleman’s poems, fiction and prose reflect 
her concerns with urban life as she has observed it. She is 
the acclaimed author of Bathwater Wine, Mercurochrome: 
New Poems, Imagoes, Heavy Daughter Blues: Poems & 
Stories, A War of Eyes and Other Stories, African Sleeping 
Sickness: Stories & Poems, Hand Dance, Ostinato Vamps, 
Wanda Coleman's Greatest Hits—1966-2003, and Jazz 
and Twelve O’Clock Tales. She is an electrifying presenter 
of her work and is famed for her readings. She has 
previously performed with Exene Cervenka, Don Cherry, 
Alice Coltrane and Horace Tapscott.

John B. WILLIAMS
John Williams studied classical bass with the great Ron 
Carter and that association led to the opportunity to join 
the legendary Horace Silver Quintet. Over the years, he 
has also toured and/or recorded with Hugh Masekela, 
Dizzy Gillespie, Kenny Burrell, Jon Hendricks, Bobby 
Hutcherson and Harold Land, Count Basie, Louis 
Armstrong, Benny Carter, Doc Severinsen and The Tonight 
Show Orchestra, Louie Bellson and Pearl Bailey, Freddie 
Hubbard, Nancy Wilson, The Arsenio Hall Show “Posse”, 
The Manhattan Transfer and Natalie Cole.  He released 
his first solo cd titled Gratitude, featuring Nancy Wilson, 
in 2007. Mr. Williams often includes spoken word in his 
performances.

CULVER EVENTS CENTER
Culver Events Center has a versatile indoor/outdoor setting which is a favorite for 
weddings, parties, fundraisers and occasional movie shoots. Its "mission eclectic" 
banquet hall was a speakeasy during prohibition. Hidden away behind Leaf Cuisine, 
at Washington and Inglewood Boulevards, the intimate courtyard, gardens, bar and 
hall are reminiscent of olden days when Culver City gave birth to the movie industry.

Photo Credit: Susan Carpendale 

PEN Center USA
Founded in 1943, PEN Center USA West (PEN USA) is a literary arts and human rights 
organization with a mission to stimulate and maintain interest in the written word, to 
foster a vital literary culture, and to defend freedom of expression domestically and 
internationally. PEN USA is headquartered in Culver City.

 

Photo Credit: Alisha Tamburri
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