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CULTURAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION
MEETING AGENDA
TUESDAY, November 11, 2008

PUBLIC COMMENT

The Cultural Affairs Commission will listen to the public on any item on the agenda or item of interest that is not
on the agenda. The Cultural Affairs Commission cannot legally take action on any item not scheduled on the
agenda. Such items may be referred for administrative action or scheduled on a future agenda.

If you wish to speak to the Commission, please complete a Speaker’s Card and present it to the Secretary before the
agenda item is called. You will be called to the podium by name when it is your turn to speak to the Commission.

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA

Persons wishing to speak on agenda items will be called at the time the agenda item is brought forward. Comments
will generally be limited to five minutes per speaker; however, a three-minute limit may be declared by the Chair
from time to time for agenda items for which many Speaker Cards have been submitted.

NOTE: AT OR ABOUT 11:00 P.M., COMMISSIONERS WILL DETERMINE WHETHER TO CONTINUE
WITH DISCUSSION OF REMAINING ITEMS ON THE AGENDA OR TO CARRY SOME/ALL OF THE
ITEMS OVER TO A FUTURE MEETING DATE.

PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA

A total of twenty minutes shall be devoted to audience participation at the beginning of the agenda. Speakers will
be called on in the order cards were received by the Secretary. If additional time is needed, the Chair will allow for
some at the end of the agenda.

When the Secretary calls your name, please advance to the podium, state your name and city of residence.
Speakers must limit their comments to five minutes in length. A three-minute time limit may be declared by the
Chair if there are a large number of individuals desiring to address the Commission.

CELL PHONES AND OTHER DISTRACTIONS

Use of cell phones, pagers and other communication devices is prohibited while the Commission meeting is in
session. Please turn all devices off or place on a silent alert and leave the Chambers to use. During the meeting,
please refrain from applause or other actions that may be disruptive to the speakers and the conduct of City
business.

MEETING INFORMATION
Cultural Affairs Commission meetings are regularly scheduled for the second Tuesday of every month.
Commission Agenda information is available 72 hours before each meeting.

Cultural Affairs Commission meetings can be viewed live on Channel 35 by most Comcast subscribers. Meetings
are also broadcast on the City’s Radio Station AM 1690. To view the commission meetings on line please visit
http://www.culvercity.org/webcast.

ALD
Assisted Listening Devices are available through Cultural Affairs staff.
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AGENDA

Cultural Affairs Commission

November 11, 2008
7:00 p.m.
Mike Balkman Council Chambers — Meeting

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL: Chair Gayle Smashey
Vice Chair Marla Koosed
Commissioner Clement Hanami
Commissioner Luther Henderson, 111
Commissioner Ronnie Jayne

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

PUBLIC COMMENT - Items Not On the Agenda

CONSENT CALENDAR Note: (onsent Calendar items are considered lo be routine in nature and may be approved by one
molion. Public requests to discuss Consenl Calendar items must be filed with the Secrelary before the Consent (alendar is called.

C-1. Receive and file Secretary’s Report on Posting of Agenda. Approve report.

C-2. Minutes of the October 14, 2008 Regular Meeting. Approve minutes.

ACTION ITEMS Public requests to discuss Action ltems must be filed with the Secrelary before the ilem is called.

A-1. Consideration of 2009 Performing Arts Grant Awards as Recommended by the Cultural
Affairs Commission Grants and Artist Services Subcommittee. Make recommendation to

the City Council.

PUBLIC COMMENT - Items Not On the Agenda (Continued)
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RECEIPT OF CORRESPONDENCE

ITEMS FROM STAFF

ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS

ADJOURN
Cultural Affairs Commission Meeting
Mike Balkman Council Chambers
December 9, 2008
7:00 PM
Upcoming Public Meeting Tentative Schedule —November, 2008
Date Day Time Location
City Council
November 10 Monday 7:00 PM Council Chambers
November 24 Monday 7:00 PM Council Chambers
Redevelopment Agency
November 3 Monday 7:00 PM Council Chambers
November 17 Monday 7:00 PM Council Chambers
Parks and Recreation Commission
November 4 | Tuesday | 7:00 PM Patacchia Room
Planning Commission
November 26 |  Wednesday | 7:00 PM Council Chambers
Civil Service Commission
November 5 |  Wednesday | 7:00 PM Council Chambers

e Times and dates may be changed.
e  Meetings may be added or changed
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City of Culver City, California
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Meeting Date: November 11, 2008 Item Number: A-1

AGENDA ITEM: Consideration of 2009 Performing Arts Grant Awards as
Recommended by the Cultural Affairs Commission Grants and Artist Services
Subcommittee.

Contact Person/Dept.: Phone Number:
Susan Obrow/CDD (310) 253-5762
Jeremy Green/CDD (310) 253-5764
Fiscal Impact: Yes [X] No [] General Fund: Yes ] No [X]
Public Hearing: [] Action Item: [X] Attachments: [X]

Public Notification: Cultural Affairs Master Notification List (11/3/08), 2009 Performing
Art Grant Applicants (10/31/08)

Department Approval: Sol Blumenfeld City Manager: N/A

City Controller Approval: N/A

RECOMMENDATION:

That the Cultural Affairs Commission (“CAC”) considers the recommendation of the
CAC Grants and Artist Services Subcommittee (Dr. Luther Henderson and Gayle
Smashey) for the 2009 Performing Arts Grant awards and make a recommendation
to the City Council.

BACKGROUND:

Culver City’s Performing Arts Grant Program was established in 1994. The City's
municipal code stipulates that 25% of the money deposited into the Art Fund in the
prior fiscal year be appropriated for this program for the current fiscal year. For FY
2008-09, the budgeted amount from the Art Fund is $50,000. To this, an additional
$15,000 is expected to be allocated by the City Council from a larger contribution
made in 2008 by Sony Pictures Entertainment. The total amount available for
Performing Arts Grants for 2009 is $65,000.

The CAC considered the 2009 NOFA (Notice of Funding Availability) at their regular
meeting on July 8, 2008 and reviewed changes to the NOFA including requirements
for each grant recipient to complete a profile through the California Cultural Data
Project. This new state-wide, collaborative effort of public and private funders
consists of an online system for collecting and standardizing historical, financial and
organizational data. Subsequent to discussion, the Commission approved the
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document. Starting on July 25, 2008, the 2009 NOFA was posted on the City’s web
site, and notices were distributed electronically to former applicants as well as to
networking organizations in the theatre, dance and music communities.

A workshop was held by staff on August 11, 2008 at the Veterans Memorial Building
at which the grant guidelines and application were reviewed in detail. Staff reviewed
the application and answered questions of the attendees. Also, staff reviewed the
current list of possible performance venues in Culver City.

A total of fourteen complete applications were submitted by the deadline on
September 8, 2008.

The panel review session was held on Tuesday, October 21, 2008 at City Hall from
9:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. Five distinguished panelists were joined by the two
members of the CAC Grants and Artist Services Subcommittee who attended as an
additional resource for questions and also as observers.
The 2009 Performing Arts Grant Review Panelists were:

1. Tim Dang — Producing Artistic Director, East West Players

2. Jane Linesch — Community Representative (Culver City Resident)

3. Janice Pober - Senior Vice President, Corporate Social Responsibility,
Sony Pictures Entertainment

4. Patrice Rushen — Pianist and Musical Director

5. Linda Yudin — Artistic Director, Viver Brasil Dance Company

DISCUSSION:

The Cultural Affairs staff reviewed each application and then prepared a binder of
applications for each panelist which was sent in advance of the Peer Review Panel
meeting. The panelists were also provided a score sheet for each applicant (see
attached) and an overview of Culver City’s Performing Arts Grant program. There
were three scoring criteria identified in the 2009 NOFA which are as follows:

1. Artistic excellence of proposed project (50 points);
2. Realistic budget and diversified funding base (25 points); and,
3. Outreach programs to the Culver City community (25 points).
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Staff opened the review panel discussion by providing a brief overview of the grant
program’s history, guideline changes from the previous year, and discussion of the
three review criteria listed above.

After the overview, each application was reviewed with its corresponding
supplemental material in alphabetical order. Staff provided updated information and
then the panelists rotated in leading the discussion on the applications. Each
panelist had the opportunity to ask questions and then offer comments to the group.
This was followed by each panelist providing scores in each of the three categories
resulting in an overall average score for that applicant. The CAC subcommittee and
staff did not provide scores.

Upon completing review of the individual applications, the fourteen applicants were
ranked from highest to lowest; average total scores for all fourteen ranged from 93 to
71.4. The panel felt that those applicants with average scores of 90 and above
should receive 100% of the funding requested. In two instances, noted below, the
panel expressed strong support for the proposals and recommended higher grant
awards than requested, which would allow the organizations to enhance their
marketing or performances for families. Applicants with scores below 90 received a
portion of the funding requested and the amount recommended is based in part on
their prior year funding history as well as their ability to present their performances
with reduced funding. Applicants receiving a score below 75 were not recommended
for funding.

The panel’'s recommendation was reviewed by the CAC subcommittee. The total
amount recommended for award is $56,500. The review panel and CAC
subcommittee were satisfied with the scoring and recommended grant allocations for
this year’s applicants. In addition, they recommended that the unallocated funds of
$8,500 be applied towards marketing the productions of the grant recipients and any
remaining funds would be carried over for the 2010 Performing Arts Grants Program.

A brief overview of the fourteen applicants (ranked from highest to lowest) is
included on the following pages with summary comments as provided by the
panelists.
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We Tell Stories

Proposed Project: Performances that complement the Summer Reading
Program as well as Black History Month, National Library
Week, Asian American Pacific Heritage Month, Cinco de
Mayo, Halloween and the Holidays

Performance Venue: Culver City Julian Dixon Library

Proposed Dates: February 7, April 15, May 2, May 30, July 1, July 8, July 15,
July 22, July 29, August 5, August 12, August 19, October
31, December 12

Panel Score:  93.0
Grant Request $8,000 Recommended Award  $8,000

Panelists were familiar with the work of the company and noted its excellent
reputation and its long funding history in Culver City. They were impressed by the
longevity of the organization and its continuous quality programming. Panelists
remarked on the group’s inspiring commitment to diversity and its capability to serve
large numbers of children. The dvd was positively received by the panel who had the
opportunity to view not only a performance but how engaged the children were in the
audience.

The Definiens Project
Proposed Project: Musical Adventures - interactive, musical stories for
children

Performance Venue: Culver City Julian Dixon Library

Proposed Dates: January 3, February 10, March 10, April 14, May 12

Panel Score: 92.8

Grant Request $2,500 Recommended Award  $3,000

The panel responded positively to the proposed interactive program for children. The
musicianship of the performers, as presented in the cd, was appreciated and
panelists felt that the program would be educational, engaging and accessible. The

panel noted how modest the request was and recommended an additional amount
be awarded to further support and enhance this program.
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Westchester Symphony Society (Culver City Symphony Orchestra)
Proposed Project: Annual concert featuring the winners of the Parness Young
Artists Concerto Competition

Performance Venue: Veterans Memorial Auditorium

Proposed Date: January 31

Panel Score: 91.6

Grant Request $7,500 Recommended Award  $7,500

Panelists were impressed with the Orchestra’s commitment to young performers and
its ability to offer a free performance. There was discussion on the value of having

an official, community orchestra in Culver City. Panelists commented on the
Orchestra’s opportunity to reach out and serve large audiences.

Los Angeles Doctors Symphony Orchestra
Proposed Project: Annual concert featuring winners of the Robert Turner Piano
Concerto Competition

Performance Venue: Veterans Memorial Auditorium

Proposed Date: March 8

Panel Score: 91.2

Grant Request $3,000 Recommended Award  $3,000

The panel noted that this company was one of the oldest community-based
orchestras in the country. They were impressed that the Orchestra partners with the
Music Teachers Association and that they are working closely with young people

through the Turner Competition. The panel felt that the mission of the Orchestra was
clear and that this free performance would target the underserved.
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Vox Femina Los Angeles
Proposed Project: Touch the Future — choral performance for families

Performance Venue: Culver City Presbyterian Church
Proposed Date: May 16

Panel Score: 91.2

Grant Request $4,350 Recommended Award  $4,350

The panel commented that the organization has a steadfast following and that the
choral performances are often enhanced with staging and a theatrical approach to
the music. Panelists offered positive comments on the company’s decision to
expand its repertoire and were supportive of this new project which targets families
and children. Panelists comment that there could have been a more detailed
description of the project in the application.

Rogue Artists Ensemble
Proposed Project: The Story of Frog Belly Rat Bone — a family-friendly
Production using puppets and multimedia

Performance Venue: vy Substation

Proposed Dates: June 20, June 21

Panel Score:  90.0

Grant Request $2,200 Recommended Award  $3,000

Panelists remarked on the steady success of the organization since its inception at
the beginning of this decade. Reviews have been excellent for this company and a
production of the proposed play has been scheduled for the Geffen Playhouse.
Panelists noted that the group’s work regularly included a community component.
The panel enjoyed viewing the dvd of the proposed project and felt that the artistic
quality of the piece was well demonstrated. The panel recommended additional
funding to further support and enhance the performances.




City of Culver City, California
Cultural Affairs Commission Agenda ltem Report

Great Leap

Proposed Project: Leaps of Faith — theatrical performance featuring
song, dance and spoken word

Performance Venue: Agape Center

Proposed Date: February 13

Panel Score: 88
Grant Request $5,000 Recommended Award  $4,500

Panelists were familiar with the artists and the work of the theatre company which
has been producing for thirty years in the Los Angeles area. Panelists commended
the excellence of the artistic staff and observed that this project would attract
different voices from different communities. Panelists found the project budget
realistic and the funding base diverse. The panel expressed confidence that
collaborating with the Agape Center would attract an audience to the performance.

Collage Dance Theatre
Proposed Project: Really, All About Eve — a retelling of the story of Eve
through dance and text

Performance Venue: Temple Akiba

Proposed Date: March 22

Panel Score: 87.4

Grant Request $8,500 Recommended Award  $7,650

One of the panelists praised the company as exemplary, exciting and unique. The
artistic director was noted for having a clear, innovative vision and the company has
a large audience base that attends performances wherever they are. Panel

comments also included praise for the company’s skilled Board of Directors as well
as concerns regarding incomplete information included in the application.
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Dancessence

Proposed Project: Singularity — multi-media dance work
Performance Venue: Modern OM

Proposed Dates: October 9, October 10

Panel Score: 86.6
Grant Request $5,000 Recommended Award  $4,500

Panelists were interested in the idea of combining science with the art of dance. The
artistic director was praised for her creative thinking and the dancers’ good
technique as demonstrated on the dvd. Panelists observed that this multi-media
project may be attractive to audiences interested in many artistic forms presented in
one performance. The panel reviewed the budget as realistic and noted that the
company works collaboratively with other dance groups.

Benita Bike’'s DanceArt, Inc.
Proposed Project: Double Take — educational dance performance

Performance Venue: Culver City Senior Center
Veterans Memorial Auditorium

Proposed Dates: April 2 — Senior Center
May 10 — Veterans Memorial Auditorium

Panel Score: 84.8
Grant Request $3,080 Recommended Award  $3,000

Panelists noted that the format of the project, presenting a free performance of
traditional modern dance twice before the same audience, would be an interesting
educational tool and especially attractive and accessible to senior audiences.
Panelists commented that the work was technically fine but not provocative. The
panel recommended that the marketing for the production be expanded and the staff
focus on specific outreach plans. Other recommendations included the suggestion of
diversified funding for the organization and more assistance for the Director.




City of Culver City, California
Cultural Affairs Commission Agenda ltem Report

Culver City Chamber Orchestra

Proposed Project: Chamber music concert presenting a variety of music
Performance Venue: Kirk Douglas Theatre
Proposed Date: August 15

Panel Score: 77.8
Grant Request $11,000 Recommended Award  $4,000

The panelists noted that the cd allowed them to hear that the music was well played
and under good direction. The panel felt that having a chamber music orchestra in
Culver City was a positive addition to the arts scene here. The panel remarked that
the request was high and commented on how vague the description of the project
and the proposed marketing were. The panel suggested that the orchestra continue
to diversify its programming and supported the company’s goal of hiring a grant
writer.

L.A. Choreographers and Dancers
Proposed Project: The Better to Bite You With — interactive, educational
dance program for children

Performance Venue: Jazz Bakery

Proposed Dates: April TBD

Panel Score:  75.8

Grant Request $5,350 Recommended Award  $4,000

Panelists noted that this was a company that was over twenty five years old and had
enjoyed great success presenting dance in the schools. The panel had the
opportunity to view a dvd of past work and was more impressed with the company’s
educational efforts than with the other performances included in the submission. The
panel recommended that funding be offered to the company for public performances
of its interactive dance program for children.




City of Culver City, California
Cultural Affairs Commission Agenda ltem Report

Playwrights 6
Proposed Project: Play Night with the Playwright — staged readings of
full-length plays by Los Angeles writers

Performance Venue: vy Substation

Proposed Dates: February 10, May 12, September 9, November 10
Panel Score: 73.6

Grant Request $3,269 Recommended Award  $0

Panelists remarked on the good artistic values presented in the dvd and the positive
reviews included in the application. Panelists noted that the request represented the
total amount of cash funding required for the project and that the remaining budget
items would be covered by in-kind services. The panel expressed concern that the

project description did not include specific information on which plays would be
presented and that the outreach plans were vague.

Keith Glassman

Proposed Project: Far From Home — modern dance and performance work
Performance Venue: Rotunda Room, Veterans Memorial Auditorium
Proposed Date: May 16

Panel Score: 71.4
Grant Request $3,500 Recommended Award  $0

The panel expressed interest in the project, the use of Klezmer music and the
company’s past presentations of intergenerational performances. The panel
remarked on how broad the project seemed and would have been interested in more
specifics in the application. Panelists felt that the supporting materials, including the
dvd, did not best represent the company’s artistic quality.

* * %

The City Council will make the final grant awards based on the Cultural Affairs
Commission’s recommendation. The City Council is scheduled to consider this item
on Monday, December 8, 2008.
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FISCAL ANALYSIS:

The total amount recommended for the 2009 Performing Arts Grant awards is
$56,500. The unallocated funds of $8,500 would be used to market the
performances of the grant recipients with the remainder carried over into FY 2009-
10. These funds come from the combination of Art Fund monies as allocated
pursuant to Culver City’'s Municipal Code and a projected contribution from Sony
Pictures Entertainment.

ATTACHMENTS:

Attachment 1 — Overview of 2009 Performing Arts Grant Requests
Attachment 2 — 2009 NOFA, Score Sheet and Performing Arts Grant Applications

MOTION:
That the Culver City Cultural Affairs Commission:

1. Recommend to the City Council that grant awards be allocated as outlined in the
staff report; or

2. Recommend to the City Council that grant awards be allocated as amended.

11




MEETING DATE: November 11, 2008

AGENDA ITEM:  Consideration of 2009 Performing Arts Grant
Awards as Recommended by the Cultural Affairs
Commission Grants and Artist Services
Subcommittee.

ATTACHMENTS
Pages
1. Overview of 2009 Performing Arts Grant Requests 1
2. 2009 NOFA, Score Sheet and Performing Arts Grant 2

Applications



ATTACHMENT 1

City of Culver City

Cultural Affairs

Performing Arts Grants Applications

2009 Grant Year

November 11, 2008

Previous Total 2009 2009 2009
Grants Previous 2009 2009 % of Panel Grant Amount Grant Amount
Received Cash Grant Grant Project Project Total Recommended Recommended
Applicant Discipline (# of Years) Rec'd Request Budget Budget Score by Panel by CAC
Benita Bike Dance 2 4,900.00 $ 3,080.00 6,360.00 48% 84.8 $ 3,000.00
Collage Dance Theatre Dance 7 14,379.00 $ 8,500.00 20,000.00 43% 87.4 $ 7,650.00
CC Chamber Orch. Music 10 27,429.00 $ 11,000.00 24,945.00 44% 77.8 $ 4,000.00
CC Symphony Orchestra Music 9 30,734.00 $ 7,500.00 24,900.00 30% 91.6 $ 7,500.00
DancEssence Theatre 1 1,600.00 $ 5,000.00 17,750.00 28% 86.6 $ 4,500.00
Definiens Project Music 4 10,000.00 $ 2,500.00 5,205.00 48% 92.8 $ 3,000.00
Great Leap Theatre 0 - $ 5,000.00 14,500.00 34% 88 $ 4,500.00
Keith Glassman Dance & Perf |Dance 1 1,500.00 $ 3,500.00 6,900.00 51% 71.4 $ -
LA Choreographers & Dancers |Dance 1 2,500.00 $ 5,350.00 14,560.00 37% 75.8 $ 4,000.00
LA Doctors Symph. Music 13 13,979.00 $ 3,000.00 6,027.00 50% 91.6 $ 3,000.00
Playwrights 6 Theatre 0 - $ 3,269.00 4,939.00 66% 73.6 $ -
Rogue Artists Ensemble Theatre 0 - $ 2,200.00 4,700.00 47% 90 $ 3,000.00
Vox Femina Music 6 15,350.00 $ 4,350.00 8,700.00 50% 91.2 $ 4,350.00
We Tell Stories Ch. Theatre 10 38,108.00 $ 8,000.00 13,700.00 58% 93 $ 8,000.00
TOTALS 160,479.00 $ 72,249.00 $ 56,500.00




Due to the nature of Attachment 2, a binder of completed Performing Arts Grant
applications is available at the City Clerk’s office or by contacting Jeremy Green

in Cultural Affairs: 310.253.5764 or jeremy.green@-culvercity.org.
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