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PUBLIC COMMENT 
The Planning Commission will listen to the public on any item on the agenda or item of interest that is not on the agenda. 
The Planning Commission cannot legally take action on any item not scheduled on the agenda.  Such items may be referred 
for administrative action or scheduled on a future agenda.   
 
If you wish to speak to the Commissioners, please complete a Speaker’s Card and present it to the Secretary before the 
agenda item is called.  You will be called to the podium by name when it is your turn to speak to the Commissioners. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Persons wishing to speak on agenda items will be called at the time the agenda item is brought forward.  Comments will 
generally be limited to five minutes per speaker; however, a three-minute limit may be declared by the Chairperson for 
agenda items for which many Speaker Cards have been submitted. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
A total of twenty minutes shall be devoted to audience participation at the beginning of the agenda.  Speakers will be called 
on in the order cards were received by the Secretary.  If additional time is needed, the Chairperson will allow for same at 
the end of the agenda. 
 
When the Secretary calls your name, please advance to the podium and state your name and city of residence.  Speakers 
must limit their comments to five minutes.  A three-minute limit may be declared by the Chairperson if there is a large 
number of individuals desiring to address the Commissioners. 
 
NOTE:  AT OR ABOUT 11:00 P.M., COMMISSION MEMBERS WILL DETERMINE WHETHER TO CONTINUE 
WITH DISCUSSION OF REMAINING ITEMS ON THE AGENDA OR TO CARRY SOME/ALL OF THE ITEMS 
OVER TO A FUTURE MEETING DATE. 
 
CELL PHONES AND OTHER DISTRACTIONS 
Use of cell phones, pagers and other communication devices is prohibited while the Planning Commission Meeting is in 
session.  Please turn all devices off or place on silent alert and leave the Chambers to use.  During the meeting, please 
refrain from applause or other actions that may be disruptive to the speakers or the conduct of City business. 
 
MEETING INFORMATION 
Planning Commission meetings are regularly scheduled for the second and fourth Wednesdays of every month.  Planning 
Commission Agenda information is available 72 hours before each Planning Commission meeting via a tape recorded 
message by calling 310-253-5741.   
 
City Council/Agency/Commission meetings can be viewed live on Channel 35 by Time Warner subscribers.  Meetings 
are also broadcast on the City’s Radio Station AM 1690. To view the Planning Commission meetings on line please visit 
http://www.culvercity.org/webcast 
 
ALD 
Assisted Listening Devices are available through the Secretary. 
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Agendas are available on the web at:                         
                                               www.culvercity.org 
 
 

AGENDA 
Planning Commission 

Wednesday, May 12, 2010
7:00 p.m.

Mike Balkman Council Chambers 
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL John Kuechle, Chair                                                                         
  Linda Smith-Frost, Vice Chair 
  Anthony Pleskow, Commissioner 
  Scott Wyant, Commissioner 
  Marcus Tiggs, Commissioner 
   

 
 PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   

 
 PUBLIC COMMENT – Items Not On The Agenda 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 

 
PH-1. Zoning Code Amendment ZCA P-2009183 to amend the Culver City Municipal 

Code to reduce building height and increase setback requirements in the 
commercial zones to address issues of compatibility with abutting residential 
zones. (Case Manager: Thomas Gorham (310) 253-5710).  Approve. 
 

PH-2. Tentative Tract Map for property located at 13340 Washington Boulevard  
(Case Manager:  Thomas Gorham (310) 253-5710). Approve 

 
ACTION ITEMS 

 
A-1.  Zoning Code Amendment ZCA P-2009069 and Negative Declaration to amend 

the Culver City Municipal Code to allow for the expansion of existing  private 
schools located in the Industrial General zone subject to approval of a 
modification to an existing Conditional Use Permit. (Case Manager: Joshua 
Williams (310) 253-5706).  Adopt Resolution recommending denial of ZCA to 
City Council. 
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CONSENT CALENDAR.  Note:  Consent Calendar items are considered to be routine in 
nature and may be approved by one motion.  Public requests to discuss Consent Calendar 
items must be filed with the Secretary before the Consent Calendar is called.  
 
C-1. Secretary’s Report.    Approve Report. 
 
C-2. Approval of Minutes of March 24, 2010  Approve. 
 
 ITEMS FROM STAFF 
 
ITEMS FROM PLANNING COMMISSION 
 
ADJOURN   
 

Next Planning Commission Meeting 
June 9, 2010 

7:00 PM 
 

Upcoming Public Meeting Schedule –Tentative –  2010 

 

• Meetings may be added or changed. 

 
  

Date Day Time Location 

City Council  
May 24 Monday 7:00PM Council Chambers 
Redevelopment Agency 
June 7 Monday 7:00PM Council Chambers 
Civil Service Commission    
June 2 Wednesday 7:00PM Council Chambers 
Cultural Affairs Commission 
June 8 Tuesday 7:00PM Council Chambers 
Parks & Recreation Commission   
June 1 Wednesday 7:00PM               Patacchia Room 
Planning Commission 
June 9    Wednesday 7:00PM Council Chambers 
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RESOLUTION NO. 2009-P006 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF 
CULVER CITY, CALIFORNIA, RECOMMENDING TO THE CITY COUNCIL 
DENIAL OF ZONING CODE AMENDMENT, ZCA P-2009069 AMENDING TITLE 
17, ZONING, OF THE CULVER CITY MUNICIPAL CODE (CCMC), SECTION 
17.230.015, TABLE 2-8, TO ALLOW FOR THE EXPANSION OF EXISTING 
PRIVATE SCHOOLS LOCATED IN THE INDUSTRIAL GENERAL (IG) ZONE, 
SUBJECT TO APPROVAL OF A MODIFICATION TO AN EXISTING 
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT (CUP) 
 

(Zoning Code Amendment P-2009069) 
 
 

WHEREAS, on May 18, 2009, The Willows Community filed an application for a 

Zoning Code Text Amendment to amend Section 17.230.015, Table 2-8 of the Culver City 

Municipal Code, to allow for the expansion of existing private schools located in the Industrial 

General (IG) Zone, subject to approval of a modification to an existing Conditional Use Permit 

(CUP); and  

WHEREAS, in connection with the proposed Zoning Code Text Amendment, the 

Commission received for its review and approval and Initial Study prepared pursuant to the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) which asserted that the proposed Zone Code 

Amendment would have less than significant impacts on the environment, and that a 

Negative Declaration was appropriate; and 

WHEREAS, on December 9, 2009, the Planning Commission conducted a duly 

noticed public hearing on Zoning Code Amendment, ZCA P-2009069 fully considering all 

reports, studies, testimony, and environmental information presented; and 

WHEREAS, following conclusion of the public discussion and thorough deliberation of 

the subject matter, the Planning Commission determined by votes of 3 to 1 that (i) the Initial 

Study and Negative Declaration should not be approved and that (ii) Zoning Code 
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Amendment, ZCA P-2009069 should not be recommended for approval to the City Council as 

set forth herein below. 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF CULVER 

CITY, CALIFORNIA, RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 

 

SECTION 1.  Pursuant to the foregoing and as outlined in CCMC Title 17, Section 

17.620.030, the following findings for a Zoning Code (Text) Amendment cannot be made: 

 

1. The proposed amendment ensures and maintains internal consistency with 
the goals, policies, and strategies of all elements of the General Plan and will 
not create any inconsistencies with this title, in the case of a Zoning Code 
amendment. 

 
The proposed Zoning Code Amendment would not be consistent with the goals, 
policies, and strategies of all elements of the General Plan, as it would allow  the 
expansion of nonconforming and incompatible uses in an area designated for 
Industrial uses. The Land Use Element of the General Plan identifies that the 
Industrial Land Use designation “…is designed and intended to support and 
encourage industrial businesses as a valuable component of the City’s economic 
base…”.  

    
 
2. The proposed amendment would not be detrimental to the public interest, 

health, safety, convenience or welfare of the City. 
  

The proposed amendment, which would allow the expansion of nonconforming and 
incompatible uses in an area designated for Industrial uses, would be detrimental 
to the public interest, health, safety, convenience or welfare of the City.  Among 
other concerns, an expansion of a private school use could result in increased 
traffic around the school sites, increased usage of the City’s public park facilities, 
and a decrease in tax revenue generated by industrial zoned land. 

 
 
3. The proposed amendment is in compliance with the provisions of the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
Although the Initial Study asserted that the Zoning Code Amendment would have 
less than significant impacts on the environment and that a Negative Declaration 
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Finding was appropriate, it was determined that the Negative Declaration should 
not be adopted because there is insufficient information and inadequate analysis to 
determine if the Zoning Text Amendment would have any potential impacts on the 
environment.  

   

 SECTION 2.  Pursuant to the foregoing recitations and findings, the Planning 

Commission of the City of Culver City, California, hereby recommends that the City 

Council (i) not approve the Initial Study or the Negative Declaration and (ii) deny  Zoning 

Code Amendment, ZCA P-2009069. 

 

 APPROVED and ADOPTED this 12th day of May, 2010. 

 
 
 
             
      JOHN KUECHLE, CHAIRPERSON 
      PLANNING COMMISSION 
      CITY OF CULVER CITY, CALIFORNIA 
 
 
 
Attested by: 
 
    
Yvonne Hunt 
Administrative Secretary 
 


