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PUBLIC COMMENT 
The Cultural Affairs Commission will listen to the public on any item on the agenda or item of interest that is not 
on the agenda.  The Cultural Affairs Commission cannot legally take action on any item not scheduled on the 
agenda.  Such items may be referred for administrative action or scheduled on a future agenda.   
 
If you wish to speak to the Commission, please complete a Speaker’s Card and present it to the Secretary before the 
agenda item is called.  You will be called to the podium by name when it is your turn to speak to the Commission. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
The Cultural Affairs Commission will listen to the public on any item on the agenda or item of interest that is not 
on the agenda.  The Cultural Affairs Commission cannot legally take action on any item not scheduled on the 
agenda.  Such items may be referred for administrative action or scheduled on a future agenda.   
 
If you wish to speak to the Commission, please complete a Speaker’s Card and present it to the Secretary before the 
agenda item is called.  You will be called to the podium by name when it is your turn to speak to the Commission. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Persons wishing to speak on agenda items will be called at the time the agenda item is brought forward.  Comments 
will generally be limited to five minutes per speaker; however, a three-minute limit may be declared by the Chair 
from time to time for agenda items for which many Speaker Cards have been submitted. 
 
NOTE:  AT OR ABOUT 11:00 P.M., COMMISSIONERS WILL DETERMINE WHETHER TO CONTINUE 
WITH DISCUSSION OF REMAINING ITEMS ON THE AGENDA OR TO CARRY SOME/ALL OF THE 
ITEMS OVER TO A FUTURE MEETING DATE. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
A total of twenty minutes shall be devoted to audience participation at the beginning of the agenda.  Speakers will 
be called on in the order cards were received by the Secretary.  If additional time is needed, the Chair will allow for 
some at the end of the agenda. 
 
When the Secretary calls your name, please advance to the podium, state your name and city of residence.  
Speakers must limit their comments to five minutes in length.  A three-minute time limit may be declared by the 
Chair if there are a large number of individuals desiring to address the Commission. 
 
CELL PHONES AND OTHER DISTRACTIONS 
Use of cell phones, pagers and other communication devices is prohibited while the Commission meeting is in 
session.  Please turn all devices off or place on a silent alert and leave the Chambers to use.  During the meeting, 
please refrain from applause or other actions that may be disruptive to the speakers and the conduct of City 
business. 
 
MEETING INFORMATION 
Cultural Affairs Commission meetings are regularly scheduled for the second Tuesday of every month.  
Commission Agenda information is available 72 hours before each meeting. 



 

                                                                                                                                                             

                                                          
 
                                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                          Agendas are  
                                                                                                                                                                                        available on the web @   
                                                                                                                                                                                        www.culvercity.org 
 
 
 
 

 AGENDA 
Cultural Affairs Commission 

April 8, 2008 
7:00 p.m. 

The Patio Room, Third Floor, City Hall  
 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL:                   Chair Luther Henderson, III 
   Vice Chair Gayle Smashey  
   Commissioner Clement Hanami 
                                                                                  Commissioner Ronnie Jayne 
   Commissioner Marla Koosed 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Items Not On the Agenda 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR   Note: Consent Calendar items are considered to be routine in nature and may be approved by one 
motion.  Public requests to discuss Consent Calendar items must be filed with the Secretary before the Consent Calendar is called. 
 
C-1. Receive and file Secretary’s Report on Posting of Agenda.  Approve report. 
 
C-2. Minutes of the February 12, 2008 Regular Meeting.  Approve minutes. 
 
ACTION ITEMS Public requests to discuss Action Items must be filed with the Secretary before the item is called. 
 
A-1.    Consideration of the California Cultural Data Project’s impact on Performing Arts Grants and 
Review of Outreach Plan to Culver City-based Performing Arts Organizations.   Approve 
recommendation. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT - Items Not On the Agenda (Continued) 
 
RECEIPT OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 
ITEMS FROM STAFF 
  
ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
 
ADJOURN 

Cultural Affairs Commission Meeting 
Mike Balkman Council Chambers 

May 13, 2008 
7:00 PM 

Upcoming Public Meeting Tentative Schedule –-April 2008
   

  Date Day Time Location 
City Council   

April – 14 Monday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 
April  – 28 Monday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 

Redevelopment Agency 
April  – 7 Monday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 
April – 21 Monday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 

  Parks and Recreation Commission 
April – 1 Tuesday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 

Cultural Affairs Commission 
April  – 8  Tuesday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 

Planning Commission 
April – 9 Wednesday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 
April – 23 Wednesday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 

   Civil Service Commission 
April  – 2 Wednesday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 

• Times and dates may be changed.  
• Meetings may be added or changed  
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  Meeting Date:  April 8, 2008 Item Number: A-1

  
AGENDA ITEM:  Consideration of the California Cultural Data Project’s Impact on 
Performing Arts Grants and Review of Outreach Plan to Culver City-Based 
Performing Arts Organizations. 
 
Contact Person/Dept.: Susan Obrow / 
Community Development 

Phone Number:  (310) 253-5762 

Fiscal Impact:  Yes   [X] No   [] General Fund:   Yes    []             No   [X] 
Public Hearing:  []        Action Item:  [X]    Attachments:  [X]  
Public Notification: Cultural Affairs Master Notification List (04/03/08); 2008 Culver City-
Based Performing Arts Grant Recipients (04/03/08) 

Department Approval:  Sol Blumenfeld 
 

City Manager Approval:  N/A 
 

City Controller Approval:  N/A 

 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Cultural Affairs Commission (“CAC”) considers the impact of the California 
Cultural Data Project (“California CDP”) on the City of Culver City’s Performing Arts 
Grant Program as well as review and approve an outreach plan to encourage 
organizations to participate. 
 
 
BACKGROUND:
 
Since 1994, the City of Culver City has sponsored a Performing Arts Grant Program 
with funds allocated each year from the Art Fund. In recent years, the program has 
expanded its scope of service to the City’s performing arts community by providing 
networking and marketing guidance. Annually, efforts have also been made, with the 
guidance of the Commission’s Grants and Artist Services Subcommittee, to refine 
the application and process to better serve grant seekers and reviewers. The 
application is principally unique to Culver City; however the financial forms in the 
application have been influenced through the years by the Los Angeles County Arts 
Commission and California Arts Council applications.  
 
The application’s financial form titled “Organization Budget Summary” is outmoded 
and, consequently, has been a cumbersome task for many applicants in recent 
years. The challenge of finding an effective financial and organizational summary 
form for organizations is one shared by many municipalities nationwide. In response, 
the Pew Charitable Trust developed and launched CDP, a statewide data collection 
effort for arts and culture, in Pennsylvania in September 2004 after three years of 
testing and development. Its success was followed by a similar project launched in 
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Maryland in June 2007. The purpose was to provide an easier application process 
for potential grantees through the development of a standardized form for 
organizational data that will accompany grant applications to the partnering funders. 
The launch of the California CDP has been made possible through the leadership of: 
California Arts Council, Los Angeles County Arts Commission, The Getty 
Foundation, The James Irvine Foundation and The William and Flora Hewlett 
Foundation. The Los Angeles County Arts Commission has coordinated efforts 
among grant-giving municipalities to implement this new data capture system and 
has awarded the City of Culver City an in-kind grant, for services provided, to 
participate in the first three years of this project. The project and its benefits will be 
re-evaluated annually and further participation will be reviewed in 2010 

 
Grant applicants will only need to complete this form once each year. In addition to 
creating a streamlined application process for more than 5,000 arts and culture 
organizations throughout California, it is hoped that access to reliable data about the 
cultural sector will enhance both individual organizational capacity as well as the 
overall effectiveness of the nonprofit cultural community. The California CDP will 
provide the cultural community with consistent, reliable, comprehensive data on arts 
and culture in California, enabling organizations and cities to view trends in their 
data, benchmark themselves against peers, and enhance their organizational 
capacity. 

 

DISCUSSION:
 
The California CDP is a state-wide, collaborative effort of public and private funders 
throughout California and consists of an online system for collecting and 
standardizing historical, financial and organizational data.  The City of Culver City, 
along with other funders in California will guide applicants to complete a Cultural 
Data Profile through the California CDP web site. The California CDP services are 
free for participating organizations and include Help Desk assistance. 

 
The Los Angeles County Arts Commission has organized a monthly meeting of 
Cultural Affairs staff representatives from the cities of Los Angeles, Long Beach, 
Pasadena, Santa Monica, West Hollywood and Culver City. This working group of 
municipal funders has reviewed the common questions in each city’s grant 
application and standardized the language to further simplify the grant process for 
Los Angeles County performing arts organizations. The common questions focus on 
aspects of the grant application other than financial and organizational information. 
They include questions regarding a company’s artistic mission, its staffing, artists, 
and board of directors, the project budget and artistic documentation. The intent of 
each question remains the same as it has been in the past; however, there is now a 
common vocabulary and phraseology among municipal funders which will benefit 

http://www.cac.ca.gov/
http://www.lacountyarts.org/
http://www.getty.edu/foundation
http://www.getty.edu/foundation
http://www.irvine.org/
http://www.hewlett.org/
http://www.hewlett.org/
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the applicants. The common questions and the application process have been 
reviewed by Commissioners Henderson and Jayne who currently sit on the 
Commission’s Grants and Artist Services Subcommittee.  
 
Applicants for the City’s 2009 Performing Arts Grant Program will provide a specific 
Culver City Funder Report from the California CDP, with a detailed financial and 
organizational summary, as well as responses to the common application and to 
questions that are unique to this City. The majority of Culver City’s grant applicants 
regularly apply for funding from Los Angeles County, the City of Los Angeles and 
other municipalities who have grant deadlines prior to Culver City’s deadline. Most 
applicants will have completed the bulk of the application and will gain more time to 
contemplate the narrative questions from the City’s grant application regarding their 
proposed project and its funding source, their target audience and proposed 
outreach methods, and their projected benefit from the grant. As a result of this 
streamlined process, there may be more applicants to the City’s Performing Arts 
Grant Program. This spring, the Grants and Artist Services Subcommittee will review 
the proposed Funder Report for Culver City and refine the questions in the 
application that are exclusive to the City of Culver City. Subsequently, staff will 
submit the 2009 application for review and approval by the full Commission in early 
summer. 
 
The California CDP was introduced through a series of workshops for arts 
organizations including one that was held at the Ivy Substation in fall 2007. The 
official launch occurred in January 2008. There are approximately twelve Culver 
City-based performing arts organizations and, to date, Center Theatre Group, 
contra-tiempo, the Los Angeles Area Veterans’ Artists Alliance and The Actors’ 
Gang have registered with the CDP. The Grants and Artist Services Subcommittee 
supports the idea of implementing an outreach plan, requiring minimum staff time 
and effort, to encourage Culver City-based organizations to complete the registration 
process as soon as possible. 

 
Staff proposes the following outreach plan and schedule to accomplish this goal: 
 
 CDP Information and Link posted on City website   April 
 
 Monthly Eblasts        April-September  
  
 Informational Table at Arts Tune-Up     May  

Sponsored by Los Angeles County Arts Commission   
 and held in Culver City 

  
California CDP Workshop in Culver City    June or July 
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 Release of 2009 Culver City      July 
 Performing Arts Application 
 
 Annual Culver City Grants Workshop     August 
 
 Deadline for 2009 Application      September 
 
Staff proposes to communicate primarily with organizations electronically and in 
person during workshop events. The CDP has established a Help Desk to assist 
organizations and Culver City’s Cultural Affairs staff will direct groups to that hotline.  
The Los Angeles County Arts Commission will be responsible for organizing the Arts 
Tune-Up and the CDP Workshop. Cultural Affairs staff will be responsible for 
arranging space and meeting supplies for each workshop and noticing Culver City 
organizations. 
 

 
FISCAL ANALYSIS:

 
There are minimal administrative costs associated with the outreach plan which 
include expenses for meeting supplies and some equipment requirements for 
presentations at each workshop. The Performing Arts Grant Program is funded 
annually through the Art Fund (Account number 41300614.619800).  

 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
1. California Cultural Data Project Fact Sheet 
2. California Cultural Data Project FAQ Sheet 
3. Los Angeles County Common Application 
4. 2008 Culver City Performing Arts Grant application 
 
 
 
MOTION: 
 
That the Cultural Affairs Commission: 
 
Approve an outreach plan, regarding the California Cultural Data Project, to Culver 
City-based performing arts organizations.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
MEETING DATE:  4/08/2008 
 
AGENDA ITEM: Consideration of the California Cultural Data Project’s 

impact on Performing Arts Grants and Review of 
Outreach Plan to Culver City-based Performing Arts 
Organizations. 

 
 

 ATTACHMENTS 
 

 
          Pages 

1. California Data Project Fact Sheet    1-2 
2. California Data Project FAQ Sheet    3-5 
3. Los Angeles County Common Application   6-17 
4. 2008 Culver City Performing Arts Grant Application   18-37 

    
 

 

 












































































