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Accessible ramp and stair
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CBC vs ADA
CBC: California Building Code (a state building code)

ADA: Americans with Disabilities Act (a federal civil rights law)

• Buildings in California must comply with both the Americans with 
Disabilities Act and California Building Code. 

• The California Building Code is adopted from the ADA Standards for 
Accessibility Design. However, the CBC has many California 
amendments and is typically more stringent than ADA. 

The italic text indicates California Amendments



Accessible parking spaces
ADA Standards CBC Chapter 11B

Accessible parking spaces (marking requirements)
ADA Standards CBC Chapter 11B

• ADA defers to local and 
state jurisdictions for 
marking requirements



Stair handrails
ADA Standards CBC Chapter 11B

Toilet room signs
ADA Standards CBC Chapter 11B

• ADA does not require any 
geometric symbols on 
toilet room entry doors.


