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PUBLIC COMMENT 
The Cultural Affairs Commission will listen to the public on any item on the agenda or item of interest that is not 
on the agenda.  The Cultural Affairs Commission cannot legally take action on any item not scheduled on the 
agenda.  Such items may be referred for administrative action or scheduled on a future agenda.   
 
If you wish to speak to the Commission, please complete a Speaker’s Card and present it to the Secretary before the 
agenda item is called.  You will be called to the podium by name when it is your turn to speak to the Commission. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS ON THE AGENDA 
Persons wishing to speak on agenda items will be called at the time the agenda item is brought forward.  Comments 
will generally be limited to five minutes per speaker; however, a three-minute limit may be declared by the Chair 
from time to time for agenda items for which many Speaker Cards have been submitted. 
 
NOTE:  AT OR ABOUT 11:00 P.M., COMMISSIONERS WILL DETERMINE WHETHER TO CONTINUE 
WITH DISCUSSION OF REMAINING ITEMS ON THE AGENDA OR TO CARRY SOME/ALL OF THE 
ITEMS OVER TO A FUTURE MEETING DATE. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT FOR ITEMS NOT ON THE AGENDA 
A total of twenty minutes shall be devoted to audience participation at the beginning of the agenda.  Speakers will 
be called on in the order cards were received by the Secretary.  If additional time is needed, the Chair will allow for 
some at the end of the agenda. 
 
When the Secretary calls your name, please advance to the podium, state your name and city of residence.  
Speakers must limit their comments to five minutes in length.  A three-minute time limit may be declared by the 
Chair if there are a large number of individuals desiring to address the Commission. 
 
CELL PHONES AND OTHER DISTRACTIONS 
Use of cell phones, pagers and other communication devices is prohibited while the Commission meeting is in 
session.  Please turn all devices off or place on a silent alert and leave the Chambers to use.  During the meeting, 
please refrain from applause or other actions that may be disruptive to the speakers and the conduct of City 
business. 
 
MEETING INFORMATION 
Cultural Affairs Commission meetings are regularly scheduled for the second Tuesday of every month.  
Commission Agenda information is available 72 hours before each meeting. 
 
Cultural Affairs Commission meetings can be viewed live on Channel 35 by most Comcast subscribers.  Meetings 
are also broadcast on the City’s Radio Station AM 1690. To view the commission meetings on line please visit 
http://www.culvercity.org/webcast. 
 
ALD 
Assisted Listening Devices are available through Cultural Affairs staff. 
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                                                                                                                                          Agendas are  
                                                                                                                                                                                        available on the web @   
                                                                                                                                                                                        www.culvercity.org 
 

 AGENDA 
Cultural Affairs Commission 

June 8, 2010 
7:00 p.m. 

Patio Room, 3rd Floor of City Hall – Meeting 
 

CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL:          Chair Marla Koosed 
   Vice Chair Clement Hanami 
   Commissioner Ronnie Jayne 
                                                                                  Commissioner Gayle Smashey  
   Commissioner Marlyn Musicant 
            
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT – Items Not On the Agenda 
 
CONSENT CALENDAR   Note: Consent Calendar items are considered to be routine in nature and may be approved by one 
motion.  Public requests to discuss Consent Calendar items must be filed with the Secretary before the Consent Calendar is called. 
 
C-1. Receive and file Secretary’s Report on Posting of Agenda.  Approve report. 
 
C-2. Minutes of the May 11, 2010 Regular Meeting.  Approve minutes. 
 
ACTION ITEMS Public requests to discuss Action Items must be filed with the Secretary before the item is called. 
 
A-1. Consideration of Removal of a Public Art Work Entitled, Menhir No. 2, from  
 the Property Located at 5660 Sepulveda Blvd.  Approve Recommendation. 
  
PUBLIC COMMENT - Items Not On the Agenda  
 
RECEIPT OF CORRESPONDENCE 

 
ITEMS FROM STAFF 
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ITEMS FROM COMMISSIONERS 
 
ADJOURN 

Next Cultural Affairs Commission Meeting 
Mike Balkman Council Chambers 

July 13, 2010 
7:00 PM 

 
June 2010 Public Meeting Tentative Schedule –-  

  

 
City Council   

June 7, 14,21, 28 Monday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 
Redevelopment Agency 

June 7, 14,21, 28 Monday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 
Parks and Recreation Commission

June 1 Tuesday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 
Planning Commission 

June 9 Wednesday 7:00 PM Council Chambers
Civil Service Commission 

June 2 Wednesday 7:00 PM Council Chambers 
• Times and dates may be changed.
• Meetings may be added or changed

 

Date Day Time Location
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RECOMMENDATION: 
 
That the Cultural Affairs Commission approve Developers Diversified Realty’s (DDR) 
request to remove a public art work, Menhir No. 2 by Daniel Wurtzel, from its current 
location at 5660 Sepulveda Blvd. and de-accession it from Culver City’s Art in Public 
Places Program collection.  
 
 
BACKGROUND:  
 
In 1995, the owner/developer of the property located at 5660 Sepulveda Blvd. 
(formerly Circuit City) chose to fulfill Culver City’s Art in Public Places Program 
requirement for their project by purchasing a sculpture from artist Daniel Wurtzel 
(http://www.danielwurtzel.com/) entitled, Menhir No. 2, with an appraised value of 
$35,000.  The art work is made of steel, basalt and pressure-treated red oak, stands 
approximately 12’ high, and is affixed to a concrete pad within a planter adjacent to 
the Slauson Ave. side of the property. 

 
Initially, both the former Culver City Arts Committee and the Planning Commission 
expressed strong reservations over the suitability of the proposed siting of the art 
work on the property.  The long-term durability of the wood component of the 
sculpture was also raised as a concern.  The Planning Commission, which at that 
time reviewed and approved concepts for public art installations on private property 
with a recommendation from the Arts Committee, denied the owner/developer’s 
application.  The property owner/developer appealed the decision to the City Council 
in March 1995; the City Council granted the appeal with a 3-2 vote. 

 
 
 

Meeting Date:  06/08/2010  Item Number: A-1 
 
AGENDA ITEM:    Consideration of Removal of a Public Art Work Entitled, Menhir 
No. 2, from the Property Located at 5660 Sepulveda Blvd. 

Contact Person/Dept.: Christine Byers/ 
Cultural Affairs 

Phone Number:  (310) 253-5776 

Fiscal Impact:  Yes   [X] No   [] General Fund:   Yes    []             No   [X] 
Public Hearing:  []        Action Item:  [X]    Attachments:  [X]   
Public Notification:    Cultural Affairs Master Notification List (06/03/2010); Jeff Martin, 
Development Director, DDR (06/01/2010); Daniel Wurtzel, Artist (06/01/2010) 

Department Approval:  Sol Blumenfeld 
 

City Attorney Approval:   
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DISCUSSION: 
 
Pursuant to the Culver City Municipal Code (CCMC) Section 15.06.145, all art work 
placed on private property in conjunction with the City’s Art in Public Places Program 
“shall become the property of the property owner and his/her successor(s) in 
interest.  The obligation to provide all maintenance necessary to preserve the  Art 
Work in good condition shall remain with the owner of the site”.   Maintenance 
costs are considered above and beyond the initial minimum investment for acquiring 
the art as specified by the CCMC.  This applies to both City-owned art work and art 
on private property commissioned in conjunction with the City's Art in Public Places 
Program.  The CCMC also states that a covenant shall be executed and recorded 
that addresses future maintenance of the art work.   
 
Developers Diversified Realty (DDR) purchased the property at 5660 Sepulveda 
Blvd. in 2007.  According to representative Jeff Martin, DDR were not aware that 
there was public art at the site at the time that they acquired the property.  (Staff was 
not able to locate a copy of a covenant for Menhir No. 2 at City Hall and, according 
to DDR, a covenant for the art work does not appear on the title report.) 
 
In 2009, an application for tenant improvements was filed by DDR’s tenant, Sprouts 
Farmers Market (Sprouts), scheduled to open the end of June 2010.  This project 
triggered a second Art in Public Places Program requirement with a minimum 
valuation of $11,000.  Sprouts chose to fulfill this requirement by paying the in-lieu 
fee to the Art Fund at the time their Building Permit was issued. 
 
Staff, artist Daniel Wurtzel, and Jeff Martin of DDR have been in discussion for 
several months regarding options for restoring Menhir No. 2 which include replacing 
the now rotting wood portion of the sculpture.  Conservative cost estimates range 
from $10,000 - $20,000 depending on choice of materials.  This cost range is for 
completing the majority of the work locally; if the art work were to be shipped to Mr. 
Wurtzel’s studio in New York, the cost estimate would be closer to $30,000.  Options 
include replacing the rotting wood section with a similar material or using a more 
durable man-made composite material which then also alters the original concept of 
the art work.  The cost of restoration, combined with DDR’s position that Menhir No. 
2 does not reflect their corporate identity, nor fulfill their priorities for how the 
property is to be used, as well as the siting of the sculpture, have prompted DDR to 
request permission from the City to remove the sculpture altogether. 

 
Although Mr. Wurtzel’s first choice is  to see this sculpture restored, he told staff and 
Mr. Martin in several conversations that other sculptures of his made from similar 
materials had a limited life-span and were subsequently disposed of when the  
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materials had deteriorated to a degree comparable to the current condition of the 
materials used to fabricate Menhir No. 2.   
 
Under the circumstances, Mr. Wurtzel would support a decision to remove and 
dispose of the art work.  Mr. Wurtzel would have to provide the City written consent 
and relinquish his rights under the Visual Artists Rights Act (VARA) and the 
California Art Preservation Act prior to removal and/or disposal of the art work. 
 
Staff outlined these issues with the CAC Public Art sub-committee (Chair Koosed 
and Vice Chair Hanami).   In light of the absence of specific language in the CCMC 
with regard to removal of art work, the sub-committee considered a number of 
options including removal of the art in conjunction with a contribution from DDR to 
the Art Fund to off-set the limited “life-span” of the original sculpture.  The sub-
committee and staff were in agreement that DDR should be responsible for fees 
associated with the removal and possible disposal of the art work.  The sub-
committee did not unanimously agreement on an exact amount that DDR should pay 
to the Art Fund in association with removal and disposal of the art work; DDR is 
currently considering this request.  To date they have not provided a specific amount 
that they would be willing to pay as an “in-lieu” fee. 
 
The sub-committee also suggested approaching West Los Angeles College about 
donating Menhir No. 2 for possible display in a better sited location (such as an 
open, grassy field).  Staff have forwarded information regarding the sculpture to 
WLAC’s President and are waiting for a reply.  WLAC would still have to address the 
issue of restoration and assume any costs associated with the same. 
 
 
FISCAL ANALYSIS: 
 
Currently no tangible costs to the City have been identified in conjunction with this 
item.  Costs associated with the removal and possible disposal of the art work would 
be borne by DDR.  There may be an additional payment by DDR into the Art Fund in 
conjunction with removal of the art work. 
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 

1. City Council Agenda Report Dated 03/27/95 
2. Letter to City dated March 6, 1995 from A&M Bank Consultants 
3. Images of Menhir No. 2 Taken November 2009 
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MOTION: 
 
That the Cultural Affairs Commission:  
 

1. Approve DDR’s Request for Removal of Menhir No. 2 by Daniel Wurtzel from 
the Property at 5660 Sepulveda Blvd. and Deaccession it from Culver City’s 
Art in Public Places Program Collection with a Payment to the Art Fund of 
$__________. 
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