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Senate Bill No. 1137 

CHAPTER365 

An act to add Article 4.6 ( commencing with Section 3280) to Chapter 1 
of Division 3 of the Public Resources Code, relating to oil and gas. 

[Approved by Governor September 16, 2022. Filed with 

Secretary of State September 16, 2022.] 

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST 

SB 1137, Gonzalez. Oil and gas: operations: location restrictions: notice 
of intention: health protection zone: sensitive receptors. 

Existing law establishes the Geologic Energy Management Division in 
the Department of Conservation, under the direction of the State Oil and 
Gas Supervisor, who is required to supervise the drilling, operation, 
maintenance, and abandonment of oil and gas wells in the state and the 
operation, maintenance, and removal or abandonment of tanks and facilities 
related to oil and gas production within an oil and gas field, so as to prevent 
damage to life, health, property, and natural resources. Existing law requires 
the operator of a well to file a written notice of intention to commence 
drilling with, and prohibits any drilling until approval is given by, the 
supervisor or district deputy. Existing law authorizes the supervisor to 
require other pertinent information to supplement the notice. Existing law 
requires the owner of any well to file with the supervisor a monthly statement 
that provides certain information relating to the well, as provided. Existing 
law requires an operator proposing to perform a well stimulation treatment 
to apply to the supervisor or district deputy for a permit to perform the well 
stimulation treatment and imposes other requirements and conditions on 
the use of well stimulation treatments. Under existing law, a person who 
fails to comply with this and other requirements relating to the regulation 
of oil or gas operations is guilty of a misdemeanor. 

This bill would prohibit, commencing January l ,  2023, the division from 
approving any notice of intention within a health protection zone, as defined, 
except for reasons related to preventing or responding to a threat to public 
health, safety, or the environment, complying with a court order, or to plug 
and abandon or reabandon a well, as provided. The bill would also explicitly 
authorize the division to approve notices of intention to public and private 
entities who own, purchase, or lease land containing idle-deserted or 
previously plugged and abandoned wells for the purposes of those public 
and private entities plugging and abandoning, or replugging and abandoning, 
those oil and gas wells so development of nonfossil fuel production and 
injection and related uses can proceed, as provided. The bill would require 
an operator who submits a notice of intention, except for certain notices of 
intention, to also submit either a sensitive receptor inventory and map of 
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